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The Ministry Of Movies 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, 
Associate Editor 


Bill had been sitting by an old-fashioned radio in an old- 
fashioned parlor for more than two hours, It was Sunday 
afternoon. The skinny, towheaded orphan boy was-all alone 
in the house. Everyone else had left right after church for 
Fort Worth to hear the world-famous evangelist, Billy Sun- 
day. But there had been no room for Bill. He had stood out- 
side the church that morning wistfully eyeing each car as it 
left with its load of happy, excited people. But no one had 
asked Bill to go. There had been no room for a kid like him. 


At last every car had left and 
the boy slowly walked the lone- 
some blocks to the house on West 
Main Street. But wait! Wasn’t the 
service going to be broadcast? Of 
course it was! It was going to be 
on station WBAP. The boy hurried 
into the house and turned on the 
radio and, after a great deal of 
screaming, screeching, and 
squawking, a brassy-voiced an- 
nouncer assured him that he was 
listening to radio station WBAP 
from Fort Worth, Texas. Although 
the famous evangelist was not to 
speak until 2:30, Bill wasn’t tak- 
ing any chances on missing him. 
He left the radio on while he 
hastened to the kitchen to get 


“something to eat and then came 


back to sit by the radio in the 
parlor. News broadcasts, musical 
programs, commercials... and still 
the boy waited. At last 2:30 came 
and suddenly a great choir was 
singing, “All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name.” A few moments 
later, the moving voice of the 
came over the air 
waves. Billy Sunday was speaking! 


“Half asleep and half awake I 
walked the streets of a beautiful 
city. Birds with beautiful plumage 
flew over my head. Flowers 
bloomed everywhere in a riot of 
color and fragrance. The street on 
which I walked was pure gold.” 


It was Sunday’s famous sermon 
on “Heaven.” 
to a message that was to help and 
comfort and bless him again and 
again and again in the days and 
years ahead. I know, for I am 
Bill' I was never privileged to 
hear Billy Sunday again, but I 
will thank God as long as I live 
for Christians who saw in radio 
a new method of proclaiming the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to multiplied thousands who might 
not otherwise hear. 


Movies 


Today Christian men see in 
Gospel movies a new means of 
getting out the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Of course, they have 
had their critics just as radio 
preachers were so harshly criti- 
cized back in the.early days. But 
Gospel movies are here to stay. 
And you ought to thank God for 
it. Today multiplied thousands are 
privileged to see and hear the 


Evangelist Biil Rice 


Bill listened that day- 


greatest soul-winning preachers in 
the world via the motion picture 
(Continued on page 5) 


One of the First Prize Winners in $1,600 “‘Sermon on Vital 
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BeDestioged! 


by Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 


MEPHIBOSHETH 


By D. L. Moody 


There is a story in the books of Samuel, away back as 
far as the time of the kings of Israel, which will help us to 
understand the Gospel. It is about a man by the name of 


Mephibosheth. 


You know what a hard time Da- 
vid had when Saul was hunting 
him, and trying every way to kill 
him, and you remember it had been 
revealed to Jonathan, the son of 
Saul and heir to the throne, that 
David was to be the next king in- 
stead of himself; but this did not 
hinder his love for his friend Da- 
vid. 

Ah, my friends, it must have 
been a real, true friendship that 
could stand that sort of thing! 

One day David and Jonathan 
were taking a walk in the fields 
together, and Jonathan says to Da- 
vid, “It has been revealed to me 
that you are to be the king after 
my father. Now, I want you to 
promise me one thing: when you 
come to the throne, if any of the 
house of Saul are alive I want you 
to be good to them for my sake.” 

“T’ll do that, of course,” said 
David. So he made a covenant to 
that effect, and then he went off 
to the cave to Adullam to get out 
of the way of Saul. 


About four years afterward Da- 
vid heard there had been a great 
battle over by Mount Gilboa, and 
that the Philistines had beaten 
the Israelites with great slaughter, 
and that Saul and Jonathan were 
both dead. So he got his men to- 
gether, and went out after the 
enemies of the Lord and of Israel; 
and it wasn’t a great while before 
he had turned the tables on them, 
and set up his kingdom at Hebron, 
where he reigned seven years and a 
half. 


It must have,been pretty near 
fourteen years before David re- 


membered his promise to his old. 


friend Jonathan—it is a great deal 
easier to make promises than to 
keep them—but one day the king 
was walking in his palace at Je- 
rusalem, where he had removed 
his capital, and all at once he hap- 
pened to think of that promise. 


“That’s too bad!” says David. 
“I forgot all about that promise. 
I have been so busy fighting these 
Philistines, and fixing things up, 
that I haven’t had time to think of 
anything else.” So he calls a ser- 
vant in great haste, and says, ‘‘Do 
you know whether there are any of 
Saul’s family living?” 

The man said there was an old 
servant of Saul’s by the name of 
Ziba, and maybe he could tell. 

“Go and tell him I want him 
right away.” 

When Ziba came, David said, 
“Ziba, do you know whether there 
is any body of the house of Saul in 
my kingdom?” Ziba said there was 


one he knew of, a son of Jonathan, 
by the name of Mephibosheth. 


Oh how that name “Jonathan” 
must have smitten the heart of 
David! One of the sons of his old 
friend living in his kingdom for 
as much as fourteen years, and he 
had never known it! What would 
Jonathan think of him for forget- 
ting his promise that way? 

“Go fetch him!” says David, “go 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“In the Lord pat I my trust: how say ye to my soul, 


Flee as a bird to your mountain? For, 


lo, the wicked bend 


their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, 
that they may privily shoot at the upright in.heart. IF THE 
FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED, WHAT CAN THE 
RIGHTEOUS DO? The Lord 1s in his holy temple, the Lord’s 
throne_is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the chil- 
dren of men. The Lord trieth the righteous: but the wicked 
and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. Upon the wicked 
he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible 
tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup. For the right- 
eous Lord loveth rightéousness; his countenance doth behold 


the upright.”—Ps. 11. 


During the early days of World 
War II, when ‘Victory Gardens’ 
were so popular with the patriots, 
a humorous story made the rounds 
which still can teach a vital lesson. 
It seems that an inmate of an 


by the late 


Chapter XXVI 


Nature’s Radar Expert 


Today we examine some incom- 
parably quaint creatures, members 
of the mammal family. They are 
“bats,” usually regarded with su- 
perstitious dread, and viewed with 
repugnance by many people. They 
belong to the Order, Chiroptera, 
this word derives from two Greek 
words, meaning “hand” and 
“wing.” As the word indicates, then 


they are “hand-winged” animals. 


The early naturalists were much 
puzzled when they tried to classify 
them. Some called them birds 
because they could fly; others, 
quadrupeds because they could 
walk; and when eventually they 
were viewed as mammals, they 
were placed at the end of the list 
as a sort of connecting link be- 
tween fur and feathers. 


They are mammals through and 
through, covered with. hair, and 
giving milk to their young, and 
yet they are aerial as most birds. 
The bat has four limbs and a 
tail, the fingers of the- front limbs 


being remarkably elongated to 


serve as supports for a thin, semi- 
transparent membrane, which is a 
prolongation of the skin of the 
flanks. The arms are incapable of 
rotary movement, but the skin- 
enshrined fingers are able to beat 
the air rapidly with the steady 
strokes necessary for flight. 

The short thumb is armed with a 
strong projecting hook-like claw, 
by which the bat can atiach itself 


.. Young Feople Pe m8) 
Miractes of Science 


Arthur J. Brown MD. 


to any convenient object, as well as 
help itself along a level surface. 

They are found in practically 
all parts of the world and vary in 
size from that of a small mouse to 
a creature with a wing-span of 
several feet. Their facial appear- 
ance is exceedingly grotesque be- 
cause of the.peculiar development 
of muzzle and ears. The former is 
known as a nose-leaf, while in 
some, the ears are membranously 
expanded into such lengths that 
they can be folded as though they 
were wings. Imagine a mule with 
such appendages! 

There are more than 400 species, 
the great majority, insect eaters, 
although a few add a little fruit to 
their diet, and Vampire bats love 
to suck blood. The ear and nose of 
the bat are always highly devel- 
oped organs of extreme delicacy, 
and seem to account for the ani- 
mal’s almost supernatural sense of 
touch. 

The peculiar wing membrane 
which I mentioned a moment ago, 
is a kind of silky skin that begins 
at the side of the neck, passes 
along the front surface of the arm, 
skips the clawed thumb, and is 
stretched out on four very long 
fingers. From the back surface of 
the arm, the membrane reaches 
along the sides of the body and is 
continued down the leg as far as 


(Continued on page 5) 
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asylum for the mentally retarded 
was observed one day busily 
swinging a pickax at the founda« 
tion of the building where the 
patients were housed. Asked what 
he was doing, he replied, “I’m 
digging out the foundation to 
make room for a ‘Victory Gar- 
den.’ ”’ The shocked orderly gently 
inquired, “But if you do that, 
Where will you live?” And the 
lunatic nonchalantly replied,. “Oh, 
I’m going to live upstairs!” 

We are not too surprised at such 
logic from padded cell fugitives, 
but there is a growing tendency, 
in religious circles today to in« 
dulge in the same style intelli-« 
gence. Modern ministers are zeal-< 
ously assaulting the foundations 
of the historic Christian faith, 
somehow supposing that- when 
they have destroyed these founda< 
tions (to make room for a garden 
sown with the seeds of their 
‘social gospel’) they can live ‘up< 
stairs.’ It is the logic of spiritual 
madmen! 


Every one knows the imports 
ance of foundations. It makes no 
difference how majestic the build~« 
ing, how much steel or concrete 
go to make up the walls, or what 
precautions are taken to safe< 
guard the structure, if the foun 
dation is faulty the building is 
worthless and must be condemned, 
As Cyrus commanded nearly two- 
and-a-half thousand years ago, “‘let 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday,. October 15, 1954 


As far as I know, I was the first Christian in America 
\ to write more than a tract on the evils of the modern com- 
mercialized moving picture. My book, What Is Wrong With 
the Movies?, published by Zondervan Brothers, has gone to 
about sixteen printings, I believe, with many tens of thou- 
sands of copies. Since it was written, a good many others 
have written on the evils: of commercialized picture shows. 
But at least my own position is very clear. I believe that 
Christians should not patronize the commercialized moving 
picture industry. Pictures shown in theaters are generally 
made by immoral, ungodly* people with evil motives, They 
have crime and sex themes that are hurtful. The actors are 
immoral, unchristian, and not fit to be the teachers and 
<ompanions and patterns of our lives and the lives of our 
children. The Rita Hayworths, the Ingrid Bergmans,: the 
Errol Flynns, the Robert Mitchums of the movies do not de- 
serve the patronage of Christian people. A Christian ought 
not to put his influence nor his money back of the corrupt 
and profane and lewd commercialized picture show. 


And even when films are pre- 
sented on television, every earnest 
€hristian has to be most careful in 
tceping the wrong kind of teaching 
and influence out of Ris home. 

On the other hand, I believe that 
the moving picture camera and 
Mrojector and screen can be used 


to the glory of God, carr be used’ 


to win souls to Christ. I want to 
give a reason for the faith that is 
4#n me. I want to show why Chris- 
tians ought to use the moving, pic- 
ture projector and every other le- 
gitimate means for getting out the 
Gospel. 

~ Let us admit, at the very start, 
‘that not every movie film which 
elaims to be Christian is accept- 
‘able. It may be made by ungodly 


and wicked people. Or it may. teach} 


false doctrine. That is wrong. But 
we are compelled to say that not 
all the preaching from the pulpit 
-s truly Christian preaching either. 
Sometimes the man who stands in 
the pulpit on Sunday to preach is 
‘worldly and carnal in his life. 


Sometimes his doctrine is unscrip-_ 


tural. Sometimes the preacher 
himself may be a modernist, deny- 
ing the essentials of the Christian 
faith. But that is not to be held 
against a method of preaching 
from the pulpit. And if some movie 
film, claiming to be Christian, is 
wrong, that is not against the 
method, but against the particular 
film. 

_ There are good people who be- 
lieve that every new method is nec- 
essarily wrong. For example, old- 
time Scottish Presbyterians once 
thought that the use of any hymns 
or songs in the church, except 
paraphrased Psalms, was a sin. 
Again, there are people who be- 
heve that any musical instrument 
used in the service of God is out of 


place. Those who were accustomed 
to a tuning-fork thought that it 


‘was proper, but when the piano 
and organ were 


introduced, the 
same people thought that was’ an 


‘Introduction of worldly and sinful 
‘methods into the worship of God 
‘and the proclamation of the Gos- 


pel, But a method is not necessar- 


iy wrong because it is compara- 


tively new. The method of using 


Christian films is net wrong sim- 


ply because it 
new. 


Nor does anybody believe that 


is comparatively 


‘God will ever dispense with the 
spoken word. No: sensible Christian 
Tooks. for the time to come when 


God will not have preachers to 
preach the Gospel in public and 
in private, by the spoken word. But 
we believe God has other methods, 
and that among: these other meth- 
ods is the Christian movie, as 
a way of getting out the Gospel. 

Among good Christian people 
who think that the use of Chris- 
tian films in the church particular- 
ly are wrong is.Dr. A. W. Tozer, 
of Chicago, a learned and re- 
spected pastor of a Christian: and 
Missionary Alliance Church, and a 
friend of this editor. Dr. Tozer has 
a pamphlet called, The Menace of 
the Religious Movie. In it he states 
the case of the objectors and so we 
will answer his objections, and so 
answer the question, ‘‘Is the Chris- 
tian Film Wrong?” 

To begin with, let us agree on a 
definition of terms. Dr. Tozer 
plainly says, “The motion picture 
is in the same class. as the auto- 
mobile, the typewriter, or the ra- 
dio: a powerful instrument for 
good or evil, depending upon how 
it is applied.” Automobiles have 
been misused. Typewriters have 
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been. misused. Picture projectors 
have been misused, but they are 
not necessarily wrong in them- 
selves, They may be used for good 
or evil. In this Dr. Tozer and I are 
agreed. 


But now I will answer these 
propositions Dr. Tozer sets forth 
in his pamphlet, The Menace of 
the Religious Movie. ‘ 


I. Do Christian Films Violate 
“the Seriptural Law of 
Hearing”? 

Dr. Tozer says of the Christian 
film, “It viclates the Scriptural 
law of hearing.” In other words, he 
is particularly against the use of 
the eyes in receiving the Gospel 
message. He says, “Were the mes- 
sage addressed to the ear as in the 
Scriptures, the picture would have 
no meaning and could be omitted 
without loss to the intended effect. 
Words can say all that God intends 
them to say, and this they can do 
without the aid’ of pictures.”’ 


Again, Dr. Tozer says that the 
Bible “teaches us that we should 
withdraw our eyes from beholding 
visible things, and fasten the eyes 
of our hearts upon God while we 
reverently listen to His uttered 
words.” 


But is Dr. Tozer correct in sup- 
posing that God intended the Gos- 
pel to be proclaimed only by the 
voice, and received only by the 
fear? I am sure he is wrong, -and 
believe that I can prove it in a 
moment. 


1. Is it wrong then to use the 
eye in receiving the Gospel? Ob- 
viously that is not true. Dr. Tozer 
has written some books. He in- 
tended for them to be read. He 
writes articles for Christian maga- 
zines, and hopes that people will 
read them. I think he is right. But 
this proves that God intended peo- 
ple to use their eyes in receiving 
the Gospel, and not only their ears. 

Paul wrote letters to the church- 
es he had founded. They are the 
thirteen or fourteen epistles. of his 
in the New Testament. Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, James, Jude, and 
John also wrote letters to Chris- 
tians; letters that were to be read 
in the churches, as well as read by 


the eye should be used in receiv- 
ing the message of God. The Bible 
never teaches, as Dr. Tozer says it 
does, “That we should withdraw 
our eyes from beholding. visible 
things while we reverently listen 
to His uttered words.” There js 
not a hint in the Bible that one 
should shut his eyes when he lis- 
‘fens to the Gospel, or that he 
should not look at the preacher, or 
should’ not look at a chart, or 
should not look at a picture, or 
should not look at an object lesson. 
That teaching of our brother is, 
surely, scripturally unsound. 

The Lord Jesus Himself wrote 
on the ground when the woman 
taken in adultery was brought be- 
fore Him. (John 8:6). Doubtless 
He intended for people to read 
what He wrote. The Bible com- 
mands, ‘Give attendance to read- 
ing” (I Tim. 4:13). The Scripture 
commands, “Stud¥ to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not-to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” 
(II Tim. 2:15). Certainly the Bible 
commands Christians to use their 
eyes in getting spiritual truths. 
And we should appeal to lost peo- 
ple through the eye as well as 
through the ear, if we are true to 
the emphasis of the Scriptures. 

2. But God Himself used pic- 
tures*in Bible times, tomake clear 
spiritual truth. On the high priest’s 
garments in the Old Testament 
were embroidered bells and pome- 
granates. On the walls of the tem- 
ple and gates and furniture were 
engraved palm trees, cherubim, 
pomegranates, chains, flowers and 
wreaths (II Chron. 3:5-8; Ezek. 40: 
16; II Chron. 4:12,13; I Kings 7: 
126). On the candlestick there were 
graven flowers: Ezekiel was com- 
p-manded to sketch a:picture upon a 
‘tile portraying the eity of Jerusa- 
lem with a siege against it and a 
‘fort and a mount and battering 
‘rams against the city (Ezek. 4:1. 
2). So God is not against pictures 
as a way of getting out the Gos- 
pel 


3. In faet, throughout the Bible 
spiritual lessons: are taught as 
much through the eye as througk 
the ear. What was circumcision bu 
a solemn message on the circum 

cision of heart, the new birth, and 
on separation, pictured so the ey« 
| could grasp it? The passover lam 


individuals. So God intended that! 


of God. Every animal sacrifice pic- 
tured Jesus. The golden candle- 
stick or lampstand pictured Jesus, 


the light of the world. The table} 


of shewbread pictured Jesus, the 
bread of life. The snake on the 
pole in the wilderness, set up by 
Moses, (Num. 21:5-9), pictured 
Jesus on the cross bearing the sins 
of the world. Jesus explains it so 
to Nicodemus in John 3:14-16. 

Baptism is a picture for the eye 
showing the burial and resurrec- 
tion of Christ. The Lord’s Supper 
uses an object lesson, a picture, 
to remind us of the broken body 
of Jesus and His blood shed for us. 
The late Dr. George W. Truett had 
a sermon greatly used of God on 
“the Gospel for the eye,” on the 
subject of baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, and how they preached 
the Gospel. A woman is to have 
long hair as a sign of her obe- 
dience to her husband or father 
(I Cor. 11:1-16). This is simply a 
lesson about which one is reminded 
through the eye more than through 
the ear. When the elders were com- 
manded in James 5:13, 14 to anoint 
the sick with oil and pray .over 
them, the oil was simply a picture 
ef the Holy Spirit who must do the 
healing if one is healed. When we 
lay hands on a candidate for the 
ministry and ordain him, the lay- 
ing on of Hands is simply a token, 
a picture, which one can grasp all 
the better through the eye, that 
God must put His Holy Spirit 
upon a preacher if he is to preach 
with blessing and power. The Bible 
is full of the doctrine that the 
Gospel should be preached by pic- 
tures, by object lessons. 

And a preacher today has as 
much right to preach by showing 
a picture before a great congrega- 
tion as Ezekiel did to draw on a 
tile the picture of the siege of Je- 
rusalem, to impress upon them the 
need to repent before the coming 
destruction of the city. 

Dr. Tozer, our beloved brother, 
is mistaken in saying that the 
Bible “teaches us that we should 
withdraw our eyes from beholding 
visible things,’ when we hear the 
Gospel. 


II. Are Christian Movies 
Necessarily Wrong Be- 
cause Enjoyable? 

Dr. Tozer’s second point-is, ‘““‘The 
religious movie embodies the mis- 
chievous notion that religion is, or 
can be made, a form of entertain- 
ment,” 


But that is really not a fair 
statement of the case. The infer- 
ence is: that one who makes a 
Christian movie has in mind pri- 
marily the entertainment of the 
people, But that is not true. I had 
the soul-winning motive when I 
stood before the camera and 
preached my sermon on “The Dy- 
ing Thief,” and when I advised 
about how to throw the Scriptures 
on the sereen at a certain place, 
or an illustration at another place, 
as my voice went on with the bles- 
sed Gospel message God had given 
me. My motive was exactly the 
same as when I preach in great 
union revival campaigns or in a 
church, when I preach over the ra- 
dio, when I preach through the 
columns jof THe Sworp OF THE 
Lorp, or when I preach through 
books and pamphlets. My motive 
was to seize the attention of the 
people, to get them to hear and 
see and understand and act to ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour. It is not.a) 
fair argument to infer that Chris- 
tian movies are intended only or 
primarily for entertainment. 


But are Christian movies wrong 
because they are interesting? Is 
any Gospel message more pleas- 
ing to God if it be uninteresting? I 
am sure that is not true. 


1, Let us judge the spoken min- 
istry by the same token. Is a 
preacher a better preacher if his 
eye is dull, if his voice is mono- 
tonous, if he has no laughter, no 
tears, no eagerness, no humor, no 
holy. enthusiasm? Obviously the 
‘dull preacher is not a_ better 
preacher; he is a worse preacher. 


| Was Jesus wrong when He told 
those fascinating parables, sitting 
on Peter’s boat at the edge of the 
Sea of Galilee, or on a hill with 
the multitude around Him? Was 
He wrong when He used object 
‘lessons like taking a child in His 
arms and blessing the child and 
hen giving a holy exhortation to 
receive little children? Was the use 


of parables wrong? Is a story || 


wrong? Was Jesus mistaken to use 
the story of the prodigal son in- 


|'was a picture of Jesus, the Laml, 


stead of stating a bare fact with- 


out illustration? Of course not! 
‘Color and charm in a speaker are 
not wrong; they are right. 

Blessed is the man who plays 
on all the strings of his harp when 
he stands up to speak for God! 
Blessed is the man who can weep, 
and laugh; who can go from clear 
statement of Bible truth to moving 
oratory, to vehement denunciation 
of sin, and then to tenderest plead- 
ing! Men filled with the Holy 
Spirit are interesting. Men filled 
with the Spirit of God get larger 
crowds. Oh that today preachers 
would have the holy humor of 
Spurgeon and Moody, the boldness 
of Billy Sunday, the story-telling 
charm of Gipsy Smith and J. Wil- 
bur Chapman, the logical clearness 
of R. A. Torrey! To be interesting 
and attractive is not wrong. : 


It is true that Christian movies 
are intended to attract. I noted a 
strange thing one day. In Des 
Moines, Iowa, I was announced to 
preach on “The Sevenfold Sin of 
Not Winning Souls” in a revival 
campaign. Then another night [ 
preached on another subject, but 
had previously announced that 
after my regular sermon and invi- 
tation, we would have the film 
sermon on “He That Winneth 
Souls Is Wise,’” which is really a 
briefer version on the same ser- 
mon on “The Sevenfold Sin of Not 
Winning Souls.” To my surprise 
more people came to hear me 
preach the sermon on film than 
came ‘to hear me preach the same 
sermon in person! In one case 
they got the words. In the other 
case they got about the same 
words but they saw the illustra- 
tions and saw the Scriptures, and 
found. themselves occupied with 
both eyes and ears. Was it a sin 
to be interesting? Was it a sin to 
hold their attention? Jesus and the 
apostles and all great preachers 
certainly would answer no. 


Ill. Is the Christian Movie 

Wrong to Embody Acting? 

Dr. Tozer says,’ “The religious 
movie is a menace to true religion 
because it embodies acting, a vio- 


}lation of sincerity.” 


But our brother here makes a 
statement which is not backed up 
by the Scriptures. 

Insincerity would be wrong, of 
course, whether in a man who 
makes a Christian movie or in the 
preacher in the pulpit.. And: we cer- 
tainly are not advocating the 
theater. But actually every good 
preacher does put himself in the 
parts which he portrays. 

Many a time as I preached on 
the prodigal son I felt with the 
poor prodigal the desolation of the 
hogpen, the loneliness, the condem- 
nation, the hunger. With the prodi- 
gal son I said, “I will arise and go 
to my father!” I felt the joy of the 
prodigal son as the father put 
his arms around his neck and for- 
gives him. Is a preacher wrong 
who feels these things, and if it 
shows in his face and his voice 
when he preaches? Well, then 
would it be wrong if the preachcr 
were playing the part of the prodi- 
gal son and felt the same and made 
it a matter of prayer, and so earn- 
estly pictured the truth? 

But go further than that. Why 
do you suppose the people crowded 
to hear the Lord Jesus when He 
told the parable the first time? 
I have no doubt that the whole 
thing lived before them. I think 
that by the inflection of His voice, 
by~the earnestness of His face, 
Jesus showed the grief of the fa- 
ther when his prodigal son went 
away. I think He showed the pov- 
erty and ruin that came to the 
prodigal, and that Jesus must have 
made very real to all His hearers 
the blessed truths involved in that 
story. Was that wrong? Certainly 
not! 

Certainly I am against wicked 
and ungodly actors being used to 
provide Christian films. But I am 
against using the same actors !n 
the pulpit. On the other hand, de- 
voted Christians have a right to 
‘use their voices and their faces 
and their movements to proclaim 
Christian truth. : 

Is a Christian wrong who stands 
and sings, “Just as I am, without 
one plea, but that Thy blood was 
shed for me, And that thou bidst 
me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, 
I come”? He is portraying the sin- 
ner coming to Jesus. He is ‘‘act- 

(Continued on page 4) 
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By Evangelist Bill Rice, Associate Editor 


Although movies may be the more attractive, there are 
many advantages to using slides and filmstrips. For one 
thing, they are far less expensive to buy, and slide or film- 
strip projector (or a projector that can use either) is far 
Jess expensive to buy. And they give opportunity for the 
teacher or preacher to explain Gospel truth in his own way. 


Matson Photo Service 


One of the finest sets of slides 
to come our way is produced by 
the Matson Photo Service. For 
fifty years Mr. and Mrs. G. Eric 
Matson walked the paths our Sav- 
jour trod in Palestine, and other 
Bible lands. They studied the 
Scriptures and carefully photo- 
graphed the places mentioned. 
Now they have brought these ex- 
quisitely colored 35mm slides to 
America and offer them to Chris- 
tians at very reasonable prices. 
Since they took hundreds of pic- 
tures, they have a large variety 
from which to make the selections 
used in these sets. The sets in- 
clude: 

“A pictoral Record of Thirty- 
Five Years of Progress in Pales- 
tine.” 

“The Life of Our Lord.” (We 
were so impressed with this won- 
derful set—fifty-two slides, $13.00 
-—that we purchased the ones they 
sent me for review!) 

“The Twenty-third Psalm” 

“Bearing on Bible Prophecies’”’ 

“Blue Galilee”’ 

“Flowers of 
many others. 


Palestine,” and 


Fred Visser Company 

The newest of Visserslides is the 
new set of Kodachrome slides, 
“Israel and Jordan.” All of these 
photographs were taken within the 
past three years, and they show 
the land of Israel and the Jordan 
as it is today. With study. Guide, 
the complete set is $25.00 and in- 
cludes scenes of Bethlehem, the 
Temple area, the Mount of Olives, 
Gethsemane, Gordon’s Calvary, the 
garden tomb, “New” Jerusalem, 
Wazareth, Barricades, bombing 
ruins, modern industry, etc. 

Fred Visser has also produced 
a number of other wonderful and 
inexpensive sets that Bible schol- 
ars and students from coast to 
coast. have found helpful. The sets 
may be examined without obliga- 
tion, and parts of sets may be 
bought if whole sets are not need- 
ed or wanted. 


Moody Bible Institute 


Moody Bible Institute has pro- 
duced some wonderful filmstrips. 
One set is the Gospel-science film- 
strips, adapted from the famous 
Sermons From Science motion pic- 
_ ture films. 

MBI has also produced a teach- 
er-training tool kit that is wonder- 
ful. This set includes a sixteen 
mm. sound film in color, designed 
to create interest in Sunday School 
teaching, and a set_of eight in- 
structional “successful teaching”’ 
filmstrips, supported by a care- 
fully written ‘“‘leader’s guide.” A 
wonderful boon for Sunday School 
teacher training classes. 


Tabernacle Pictures 


These are thirty sets of thirty- 
five mm. filmstrips. These are pic- 
tures made from paintings and 
drawings rather than actual photo- 
graphs. The sets include: 

“The Tabernacle in the Wilder- 
ness” and “The Children’s Mission- 
ary Series” composed of twelve 
filmstrips in full color. There is 
another set on the Easter story 
and a number of wonderful Gos- 
pel stories for youngsters, such as, 

“He Took My Whipping” 

“The Little Haymaker’s Secret” 

“Jimmy and Tin-Can Valley,” 
etc. 


Churchcraft Pictures 


Churchceraft pictures are known 
for their high quality and scriptur- 
al soundness. They have just made 
a new color filmstrip entitled, ““The 
Other Wiseman.” This is Van 
Dyke’s famous story of the fourth 
wise man who was to have gone 
with the three traditional ones to 
see the new-born Babe, But again 
and again he was delayed on his 
journey because he stopped to help 
unfortunate ones. Finally, after he 
had given away all the wealth he 
had purposed to give to the Lord 
Jesus, he met the Saviour in a 
most dramatic way. This is one 
of the finest fictional stories ever 


written and this 25-frame colored 
filmstrip supported by carefully 
selected excerpts from the original 
Van Dyke story should be of tre- 
mendous interest and value to boys 
and girls. 


Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society 

The Conservative Baptists also 
have a new filmstrip entitled, 
“What Makes a Missionary?” This 
is a filmstrip intended to show 
just what goes into the making of 
a successful, soul-winning mission- 
ary — the character, education, 
equipment and spiritual power that 
are needed in the making of God’s 
true missionary. 


We delight to please our readers 
—and feel that we’ve done a good 
job of that in this issue of THE 
SworpD OF THE LORD with its special 
emphasis on Gospel films. 

In a very recent survey ‘Wwe 
learned that of all the advertising 
we carry, Gospel films are most 
popular. Next in popularity are 
Gospel recordings, and third— 
books for preachers. 


If there were as many preachers 
as lay-people on the subscription 
list, no doubt books for preachers 
would be first. But we’re proud of 
our film enthusiasts, too, and want 
you to be helped by the special 
article on films in this issue by Dr. 
Rice, by the reviews of many good 
Gospel films by associate editor, 
Evangelist Bill Rice, and by the 
many inches of advertising on 
some of the best films to be had 
anywhere. 
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EVANGELIST CLIFF ROBIN- 
SON reports on a blessed summer. 
He writes Evangelist Bill Rice as 
follows: 

“Dear Brother Bill: 

“The Tennessee Temple College 
brass quartet and I enjoyed many 
blessings from the Lord this sum- 
mer as we travelled in some four- 
teen states presenting the plan of 
salvation and the work of Tennes- 
see Temple Schools. 

“There were 257 decisions, many 
for salvation and others surrender- 
ing their lives for full-time service 
for Christ. 

“Our hearts were certainly 
blessed aS we Saw many young 
people take their stand for Jesus. 

“Yours in Christ,” 
(Signed) Cliff Robinson 
ke 7 se 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST JIMMIE THRELFALL con- 
ducted a revival campaign with the 
Upper Cross Roads Baptist Church 
of Fallston, Maryland, recently. 
Rev. Raymond Peters is the pastor 
of this church. Evangelist 'Threlfall 
writes, “The Lord wonderfully 
blessed in this meeting. How I do 
praise Him for the joy of witnes- 
sing His power. Beside the fourteen 
saved and eleven’ rededications, 
there were at least ten young peo- 
ple who were willing to answer 
God's. call for full-time Christian 
service, aS He leads. There were 
three saved from one home—the 
father and two sons! My heart was 
thrilled the way the Lord blessed 
in the closing service. There were 
six decisions that night. 

“It was a real blessing to work 
with this pastor. His burden for 
souls was a joy to my heart.” 

(Pastors who wish to contact 
Evangelist Threlfall for campaigns 
should write Evangelist Bill Rice, 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 
Illinois. ) | 

* * * 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST EDDIE WAGNER closed a 
meeting on September 12 with the 
Bethel Baptist Church of Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. Rev. R. E. Kile is pas- 
tor of this church. During the cam- 
paign there were twenty-two con- 
versions and forty rededications. 
This was said to be the finest cam- 
paign the church has ever experi- 
enced. In a letter to Staff Director, 
Bill Rice, Evangelist Wagner wrote 
this interesting incident: 

“One Christian man quit his 
smoking on the second night of the 
meeting. He testified that he had 
been fighting the habit for twenty- 
four years, but that he had been 
going at it the wrong way. He 
heard me say, ‘Don’t ask God to 
take a habit away from you. God 
isn’t a bully, He won’t take any- 
thing away from you. You will 
just have to quit it.’ This man 
worked at the court house and the 
next day he knelt in one of the 
jury rooms and told the Lord he 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


was quitting his cigarettes. After 
this in less than a week, his three 
daughters and all of their hus- 
bands had been wonderfully saved. 
Three whole families came to 
Christ when one Christian got 
right with the Lord. Second 
Chronicles 7:14 was made real.” 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST LLOYD BARDOWELL was 
this year’s evangelist for the 
Greater Statesville Evangelistic 
Crusade in Statesville, North Caro- 
lina. During this campaign, there 
were thirty conversions and forty 
rededications. The Rev. Homer 


annual crusade. 


Klinsing is the chairman of this]| 


People often say, “If I had a 
lot of money, I certainly would try 
to do a lot of good.” As a rule, 
people who have limited means 
who are not faithful in giving 
would not be faithful if the Lord 
gave them great material prosper- 
ity. We always measure a gift by 
the ability of the giver to give. 
God gives all who accept His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, eternal life. 
He is the only one Who has eternal 
life. We, however, have the privi- 
lege of supporting financially the 
spread of the Gospel message, 
which is the power of God unto 
Salvation. Bob Jones University is 
undoubtedly training more preach- 
ers than any other regular liberal 
arts school in the world. It probab- 
ly also has the largest class of fu- 
ture missionaries of any liberal 
arts school. We are making“an 
effort at this time to raise a spe- 
cial fund, and we have three pur- 
poses in view. First, one-third of 
the fund will be set aside for the 
direct spread of the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth. Second, one- 
third of it will be set aside to help 
students who are not able to pay 
all of their expenses in Bob Jones 
University to train for Christian 
service. Third, one-third of it will 
be Set aside into a building reserve 
to help the institution erect more 
buildings to make more room for 
more young people who want to 
train as evangelical ministers cf 
the Gospel, missionaries, school 
teachers, businessmen,  business- 
women, etc. Now, you Christian 
friends can help us. 

First: We are asking you to pray 
for us, and we are asking you to 
pray earnestly and daily. God 
called Bob Jones University into 
existence to do a special job, and 
we want to do just what God 
wants us to do. 


Second: We want you to help 
us from time to time to contact the 
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NASHVILLE, Tennessee — God 
touched this city of colleges, de- 
nominational headquarters and 
state capital to make the Billy 
Graham Greater Nashville Evan- 
gelistic Crusade the most success- 
ful the team has conducted in the 
United States. 


Statistics : Total attendance 660,- 
000. Decisions for Christ 6,661. 
Dedications 2,199 in a special con- 
secration service. The largest 


throng of 65,000 that spilled from 
the stands onto the playing field 
of Vanderbilt University the final 
night. All this in 26 meetings from 
August 22 through September 19. 


God gave overwhelming answer 
to the hunger in the hearts of men 
from all walks of life as an aver- 
age of 264 persons—plus nightly 
walked across the green-turfed 
football field in response to the 
invitation. The attendance was 
consistent from the very beginning, 
with a nightly average of more 
than 25,000. 

Visitors came from the world 
over—New Zealand, Australia, 
Brazil, India—and several English 
clergymen participated in the cam- 
paign. 

The Crusade’s final week was 
the largest evangelical seven days 
in the history of the team with 
attendance of more than 250,000. 
Over 230 churches backed the cam- 
paign and they represented 19 de- 
nominations. Chairman of the Cru- 


sade was the Rev. James M. Gregg, 


Billy Graham Nashville Crusade 


Records for 


American Crusades 


| Jolal Attendance 660,000 With 6,667 
Decisions for Chriat 


(REPORTED BY STAFF WRITER BILL SURBER, NASHVILLE BANNER, 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, SEPTEMBER 12) 


erowds in Tennessee history for| 
any event—highlighted by the | 


Pastor of Nashville Lockeland 
Baptist Church. 

Radio, television, and news- 
papers joined hands to provide the 
Crusade with tremendous cover- 
age. The Gospel was front page 
in both Nashville newspapers from 
the moment Dr. Graham arrived. 
One paper published the text of 
each sermon. Wire services gave 
complete coverage to every news- 
paper throughout the South. 

Nashville is a folk-music center, 
home of the “Grand Ole Opry.” 
Entertainers. were converted. The 
impact of the campaign was felt 
in the homes of the socially promi- 
nent and the humble. 

Tennessee’s Governor Frank 
Clement said about the campaign: 

“Tennessee has been spiritually 
invigorated and enriched by the 
Billy Graham Greater Nashville 
Crusade. People have become re- 
ligious-conscious to a greater ex- 
tent than ever before. They have 
been talking about religion: busi- 
ness men, housewives, people on 
the street. 

“Naturally any governmental of- 
ficial would be pleased for such a 
blessing to .come to his , people. 
Above that, I have been personally 
strengthened immeasurably by my 
visits to hear Billy Graham speak 
and by my high privilege of close 
personal association with him in 
years past and while he ‘was our 
guest and teacher. 

“Tennessee will not soon forget 
the high service this magnificent 
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right kind of students that can be 
trained to be uncompromising, con- 
secrated Christian workers in this 
time when such workers are so 
greatly needed. 

Third: We want you to invest 
some of the Lord’s money in Bob 
Jones University’s plan to get the 
Gospel to the people to the ends of 
the earth, to help train Christian 
workers who are not able to pay 
their way through school, and to 
help us put up new buildings to 
take care of young people who 
wish to attend the school. “Now, 
you can help us. All of you can 
give generously. Some of you can- 
not give a very large gift, but a 
small gift in God’s sight may be a 
more generous gift than a large 
gift from someone who has more 
money than you have»So please 
let us hear from you. We are 
counting on you. We have confi- 
dence in you. You know what God 
is doing through Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, and we believe you are 
going to help us. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


S. S. TEACHERS 


Religious Filmstrips to make } 
teaching easier and more ef-— 
fective. Practically eliminates disci- 
pline problem, 
Mail this ad for free bulletin. 
SELECTED FILMSTRIPS 
Drawer 230, Whittier, Calif. | 
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Ase LIVING WORD Fiims 


LATEST RELEASE 
“THE DREYER STORY” 


A feature film with a real Christian | 
message. A true story of a man’s 
Salvation and deliverance from the 
disease ef alcoholism! 


Running time 
Rental $17.00 


For Sales or Rental — Write 


LIVING WORD Films 
ZION, ILLINOIS 


You Never 
Thought You’d 


Sit in on a leopard kill! Meet 
a witch Doctor! See a pride of 
lions from your car window! Wii- 
ness sight restored to a blind Mo- 


-|}hammedan! Observe a pagan fun- 


eral! Attend the wedding of a 
bride purchased with ten goats! 
...Or...Be guest at a mission 
compound! BUT YOU CAN.... 
by -seeing....“JAHANGAL- 
YOUR AFRICAN SAFARI!” A 
16mm missionary film that’s dii- 
ferent. Sound and color, (Also 
“New Horizons...The IndoChina 
Story’—Jungleland via elephant 
back! Drama! Miracle! Televised 
last month nation-wide as a public 
service on ABC-TV Network.) 40 
minutes each! Send two preferred 
booking dates NOW to Visien, 
Inc., Box 1, Spokane, Washington. 

(Advertisement) 
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evangelist has performed; nor will 
the 6,661 who made decisions for 
Christ while he was here; nor will 
countless thousands of others 
whose religious beliefs were crys- 
talized and reinspired.”’ 

Bible sales soared. Tavern oper- 
ators complained of lack of busi- 
ness. The.Gospel was on the lips of 
the man on the street. 

A campaign budget of $81,000 
was reached in less than three 
weeks. 

After a brief period of rest, ‘the 
Billy Graham Team went for the 
Greater New Orleans Evangelistie 
Crusade which began at Pelican 
Stadium on October 3 and con- 
tinues through October 31. 
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When Is A Book 
Store Christian? 


A restaurant that serves beer 
and wine and liquor is out of 
bounds with most preachers, It 
matters not what other good things 
to eat are sold there, the estab- 
lishment has a bad name. An in- 
stitution is held responsible for its 
products. It seems a bit inconsist- 
ent, to say the least, that many 
preachers who refuse to eat in a 
restaurant where liquors are serv- 
ed, find no inconsistency in going 
into a book store that consistently 
publicizes and advertises liberal- 
istic and modernistic literature. 


If a so-called Christian book 
store that pushes the sale of books 
from the pen of Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, Buttrick, Poteat, and the 
like, may do it on the grounds 
that they have to sell such to satis- 
fy and meet the demands of their 
customers, a restaurant Selling 
liquor could offer the same argu- 
ment. After all, what is a book 
store, owned and operated by a de- 
nomination, in business for? Is 
it to make profit, or to disseminate 
truth? If it is to make profit, 
then we are no better than the 
liquor dealer who sells strong drink 
for the same motive. May we dare 
ask, is the sale of whiskey that 


damns the body more objectionable 


“urd, Give fie Chese 


Of all the riches of Thy store, 

If thou dost grant me nothing 
more, 

Lord, give me these: 


A quiet mind, content, serene, 
A loving heart, submissive, clean, 
Lord, give me these. 


And if thou hast still more for me, 
Then joy and gladness let them be, 
But give me these. 

—Jo Beth Rice 


a ie Ae Ai i ti i hi tin i ti i i i i i i i | 


than the sale of subtle, infidel 
literature that damns men’s souls 
by undermining their faith? 
Whether we will admit it or not, 
we are held responsible for what 
we propagate. ; 

The main reason for the crop- 
ning up of independent Bible book 
stores throughout the country is 
due in large measure to the revolt 
in the minds of a great host of 
Bible-believing Christians to the 
practice mentioned above. It may 
sound terrible; but- is it actually 
any more harmful to get out in a 
back alley and sell bootleg liquor 
that will harm the bodies of men 
and corrupt society than it is to 
promote and sell faith-destroying 
literature that corrupts the souls 
of men? Think it through! 

—Daybreak. 
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Mephibosheth 


(Continued from page 1) 


quick. Tell him I want him. I 
want to show him the kindness of 
God.” 

Now, my friends, where do you 
suppose Mephibosheth was all the 
time? He was down at Lo-debar. 
Did you ever hear of that place? 
There may be some here who have 
been round the world; did you ever 
come across that port? When you 
have traveled on the railway did 
any of you ever stop at that sta- 
tion? 

Ah! yes; that is where the whole 
human race are until they come to 
Christ for salvation; away down at 
Lo-debar—which means a place of 
no pasture. 

The king is in haste to keep his 
promise now. His messengers hur- 
ry off—maybe they take the king’s 
own chariot—and rattle away to 
find this son of Jonathan. 

When they reached the little 
out-of-the-way place, I fancy there 
was a great commotion. 

‘“Where’s Mephibosheth? 
king wants him.” 

Poor fellow! when he heard that 

he hung down his head. He was 
- afraid the king wanted to kill him, 
because he was of the house of 
saul, his old enemy. 
Ah, my friends, that’s just the 
way. sinners receive Christ’s offer 
of salvation. They think God hates 
them, and wants to cut their heads 
off. But that is a great mistake. 

“Don’t be afraid,” said the ser- 
vants. “The king says he wants 
to show you the kindness of God. 
He is in a great hurry to see you; 
so get ready, and jump right into 
the chariot. Don’t you see. the 
king has sent his own chariot to 
fetch you?” 

It did begin to look as if the king 
meant no harm to him. But poor 
Mephibosheth had another diffi- 
culty; he was lame in both feet. 
He was a little fellow when David 
came to the throne; and an old ser- 
vant, who was afraid that all the 
house of Saul were going to be 
killed, took him up and ran away 
to hide him. Somehow he dropped 
the lad and lamed him in both feet. 
. And now I can see poor Mephi- 
bosheth looking down at his feet. 
Maybe the toes turned in, or he 
was club-footed. And he says to 
himself, “I am not fit to go to the 
king. I am a poor cripple. I am 
not fit to be seen among the tall, 


The 


handsome servants of the palace in 
Jerusalem,” 

That’s just the way with a con- 
victed sinner. He is all the time 
thinking of his own unworthiness, 
and saying to himself, I am not fit 
to be saved. 


“Never mind your lame feet, 
Mephibosheth; so long as the king 
sends for you it’s all right.” So 
they take him up and put him into 
the chariot, and start for Jerusa- 
lem on a run. 


As soon as the king sees him, he 
cries out: “O, Mephibosheth, the 
son of my dear old friend Jona- 
than! You shall have all that be- 
longed to the house of Saul; and 
you shall live with me here in my 
palace and sit-at my table.” 


What a happy man he must 
have been to hear that! Sinner, 
that is just what God says to the 
soul that comes to Him. He gives 
us a great fortune of love and 
grace; and He promises that we 
shall live with Him in His heavenly 
palace forever. 


That is grace. David didn’t say, 
“Let him come up to Jerusalem 
when he gets ready,” but he sent 
away to fetch him. “Jerusalem” 
means the city of peace; and 
Christ invites you to His Jerusa- 
lem. 

Some people think that Mephi- 
boseth, like certain low-spirited 
Christians, must have been all the 
time worrying over his lame feet 
there in the palace of the king, 
but I don’t think so. He couldn’t 
help it, and, if David didn’t mind 
it, it was all right. So I think that 
when he dined with him in state, 
with the great lords and ladies all 
around him, he just stuck his club- 
feet under the table and looked the 
king right in the face. 


That is just the way with the 


the children of His enemies. We 
are lame, and blind, and wretched, 
and ragged, and hateful by rea- 
son of our sins; but the covenant 
of grace in Jesus Christ has been 
made; and now God sends for you, 
poor sinner, in the name of His 
Son, to come and eat bread at His 
table, and be a member of His 
family, and dwell in His house for- 
ever. Will you come? Will you 
come now? 


—The End— 


Gospel. We are God’s enemies, and } 
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BUTTONWOOD INN 


Great new dramatic personal soul-winning film. 
Time: 30 min. Rental: Bl & Wh $9.00, Color $14.00 


CALL OF THE NAVAJO 


Finest missionary, children’s, family night film. 
Time: 42 min. Rental: Bl & Wh $10.00, Color $15.00 


COMING! TWO WONDERFUL 
CHILDREN’S FILMS 


Obtain from your local film library or write NEW LIFE FILMS 
NEW LIFE FOUNDATION, P. O. Box 1316, Peoria, Illinois 
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Are Christian Films Wrong? 


(Continued from page 2) 


ing,” if you please. Is that sawn’! 
We know that it is not. 


IV. Is There Scriptural 
Justification For 
Christian Movies? 


Let us remind you again that we 
are not suggesting bad movies 
but only good movies. We are not 
advocating commercial picture 
shows and the theatre. We are def- 
initely against them. We are not 
advocating religious movies that 
are not sound in doctrine, or that 
are not made by converted and 
consecrated Christians. But we are 
for using every means to get out 
the true Gospel of Jesus Christ by 
earnest, Spirit-filled Christians. 
The next three points of Dr. To- 
zer’s little pamphlet, The Menace 
of the Religious Movie, ought to 
be answered together. Dr. Tozer 
says, “They who present the Gos- 
pel movie owe it to the public to 
give biblical authority for their 
act: this they have not done.” 


His fifth point is, “God has or- 
dained four methods only by which 
truth shall prevail—and the reli- 
gious movie is not one of them.” 
His sixth point is, “The religious 
movie is out of harmony with the 
whole spirit of the Scriptures and 
contrary to the mood of true godli- 
ness,” 


But I think I have already 
shown that in the Bible God used 
pictures and object lessons, and 
that He appealed continually to 
the eye. We are to read the Bible. 
We are to read the-Gospel. We ob- 
serve the Lord’s Supper and bap- 
tism as the Gospel for the eye of 
those who see. There is plenty of 
authority for appealing to the eye 
with the Gospel. All the ceremon- 
ial law did that expressly and so 
do the ordinances of the New Tes- 
tament and so does the writer of 
the Word of God itself. 


Dr. Tozer says that God has or- 
dained four methods only by which 
the Truth shall prevail. He men- 
tions prayer, song, proclamation 
of the message by means of words, 
and good works. But he forgot the 
Lord’s Supper, he forgot baptism, 
he forgot other spiritual ceremon- 
les. He forgot reading. He did not 
cover the ground. His argument 
falls. 

Years ago someone asked Dr. J. 
B. Gambrell of Texas, where in the 
Scriptures the church organ was 
authorized. Dr. Gambrell replied, 
“In the same chapter where the 
Scripture authorizes songbooks and 
church pews.” Of course the Bible 
does not require the use of song- 
books and church pews, nor church 
auditoriums and organs in procla- 
mation of the Gospel and in wor- 
ship. Neither does it forbid them. 
Where the Bible makes no issue, 
we should make no issue. 

The Bible says nothing about the 
printing-press. There were no 
printing-presses when the New 
Testament was written. Is it wrong 
therefore to print sermons? The 
Bible did not say anything about 
the moving picture machine be- 
cause there were none when the 
New Testament was written. Is it 
therefore wrong to use this means 
of getting out the same Gospel as 
preached from the pulpit? 


V. Thousands Being Saved by 
Really Christian Movie Films 


Dr. Tozer says, “I am against 
the religious movie because of the 
harmful effect upon everyone as- 
sociated with it.” I am sorry to 
differ with my dear brother. He is 
a good man. I join him in earnest 
concern that we stay with the Bi- 
ble both in message and in method, 
as far as the Bible discusses meth- 
ods. But for every person he can 
show who has been harmed by a 
religious movie, I can show him 
hundreds of people who have been 
harmed by false preaching from 
the pulpit. It is not the method 
but the message that harms, in 
both cases. 


It happens that I know God is 
using Christian films to win thou- 
sands of souls. My own sermon, 
“The Dying Thief,” has been 
shown around the world. I keep 
getting reports of people saved in 
Nova Scotia, in Japan, in England, 
in Texas, in Alabama, in South 
America, when they see this film 
and hear my earnest, plain Gospel 
message, in my own voice, through 
the 16 millimeter movie projector. 
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Georgia, dated November 9, 1951. 


mony of many others on this mat- 
ter. An article in Christian Life 
magazine about the Moody Insti- 
tute science films says: 


“They have been translated into 


ten foreign languages, and have 
been shown in twenty-five coun- 
tries, with a total audience of near- 
ly two million last year. These film 
evangelists are responsible for at 
least 2,487 recorded conversions, 
plus many more in countries such 
as England, Holland, Ireland, Scot- 
land and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries which do not keep conversion 
records. Nor does this impressive 
figure include responses in the 
armed forces, where an aggressive 
film ministry is in action.” 

Now who can laugh off these 
thousands of conversions through 
the Moody science films? These 
Christian movies are acceptable 
and used widely before great army, 
navy and air force groups and in 
other secular centers, and have re- 
sulted in many precious souls find- 
ing Christ. 

Mr. Baptista of the Scriptures 
Visualized Institute in Wheaton 
continually hears of people saved 
through their fine Christian films. 
I have before me a letter from 
Rev. Garland Riggle at Martinez, 


He says: 


“We are a soul-winners’ club 
here in Martinez. We scraped all 
the funds together we could and 
purchased a secondhand projector. 
We showed your film (Mr. Bap- 
tista’s), ‘The Man Who Forgot 
God,’ seven times altogether and 
believe there were 300 decisions for 
Christ. At three church services 
there were hands, and decisions at 
two schools where 100 responded 
each time... Then we showed it to 
thirty-five soldiers headed for 
Korea and 8 responded. Then one 
night at City Stockade five walked 
the isle in tears .to Christ. We 
praise God for the opportunity to 
win souls with your Gospel films.” 
I know Mr. Baptista well, and 
I know that such letters as these 
come to him all the time. 

The Pacific Garden Mission in 
Chicago has a film, “Out of the 
Night.” It shows the saving of a 
poor durnken man who had fallen 
from a good job, broken his home, 
and become a bum. There are over 
150 prints now in use; some in 
nine foreign countries. Mr. Harry 
G. Saulnier writes, “According to 
the reports returned to us, over 


professed Christ as Lord and Sav- 
iour through the showing of the 
film.” Then he shows me reports 
from London, from Arkansas, from 
Danville, Illinois, from Alabama, 
from Detroit, showing how many 
were saved through the showing 
of this great Christian film. 

The Christian Youth Cinema, 
Inc., says: “It would be impossible 
to list how many conversions have 
come through the film, ‘Great Dis- 
covery,’ as well as the number that 
have used it. We might state that 
of all the films we have in our Li- 
brary, this film by far is the one 
film that moves continually. And 


everywhere the film has _ been 
shown, there have been souls 
saved.” 


And now let us close with a bit 
of Scripture. One motive ought to 
dominate every Christian. Oh, to 
reach men for Christ! To get peo-. 
ple saved! Like Paul, we ought to 
say, “For though I be free from 
all men, yet have I made myself 
servant unto all, that I might gain 
the more. And unto the Jews I be- 
came as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; to them that are under 
the law, as under the law, that I 
might gain them that are under 
the law; To them that are without 
law, as without law, (being not 
without law to God, but under the 
law to Christ,) that I might gain 
them that are without law. To the 
weak became I as weak, that I 


might gain the weak: I am made. 


all things to all men, that I might 
by all means save some” (I Cor. 
9:19-22). 

My holy burden is “that I might 
by all means save some.” So I 
use the means of THe Sworp or 
THE LorbD, so I get out books and 
pamphlets, so I preach on the ra- 
dio, so I sing, so I hold revival 
campaigns. Let us get the Gospel 
out every way possible in order to 
Save people! 


And I have before me the testi- 
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Miracles” ‘of Science 


(Continued from page 1) 


the ankle. Another membrane 
arises from the ankle, and extends 
between the hind legs, including 
the tail, if one is present. 
This-wing-membrane has drawn 
the leg outwards in a strange man- 


ner and the knee points, not for 


wards, but backwards. 

A bat cannot stand up, and al- 
though it can alight on its resting 
place head upwards, and may re- 
main fixed by its thumbs, the com- 


+i h . preached in purity and power|with Dr. John R. Rice, famous 
mon ag : si at rest is head through a Gospel film shown on| editor of THE Sworp oF THE Lor», nanan pai! 
sea pie re by — mR television. doing the preaching. Each is thirty Address # 
e ‘ e or bo eet ’ mi pees ; 
- . ttnitad ¢ ak ied _| minutes long, each is full of Serip- City 
A bat resting quietly on all fours We in the United States are in 7 p 


has the knees turned upwards, and’ 


the elbows touching the knees— 
a quaint posture. 


Bats can launch themselves into 


The MinistryflofMovies 


(Continued from page 1) 


screen. Thousands who can never 
hope to go to a Christian» college 
can learn of God through the mar- 
vels of modern science via sound 
motion pictures. Multiplied thou- 
sands can see and hear great Gos- 
pel teachers expound the Word 
of God, can see and hear Gospel 
music that thrills and blesses. Lit- 
erally millions of non-church-going 
people have heard the Gospel 


deed fortunate to have so many 
companies that produce Christian 
films to preach and promote the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


pecially. Made on the Bill Rice 
Ranch, there are beautiful horses, 
a cattle drive, running horses, and 
a blazing six-gun! An illustrated 
sermon-type film with me preach- 
ing. In Chattanooga alone, this 
film is shown five times a week, 
and has never been shown yet 
without conversions. 

“When God Is Deaf” and “Come 
Unto Me,’ two sermon-type films 


ture. Each is aimed at immediate 
and direct results. Each is a ser- 
mon that has been used in great 
city-wide revival campaigns ll 
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liberated in a chamber in which 
were suspended cloths with holes 
little bigger than the bat’s body. 


folds her wings around her child. 
The females live together in colo- 


offering! 
Among the Baptista films are: 


Billy Graham’s Films 


nies apart from the males, until| ‘“Pilgrim’s Progress,” a feature} Produced by the Billy Graham 
Strings were stretched at short in- late autumn, when both sexes de-| film in color, one hour long. Evangelistic Films, Inc., these fall 
tervals all through the room in| cide to be sociable—the time of| “That Kid Buck,” a thirty-min-| into two types. The long feature- || gtisring story of a n 
order to increase the difficulties. pairing. There is an extraordinary | ute true story of a juvenile de-| length films in full color are “Mr.|} young missionary pioneer 
Ghough deprived of sight, they |fact here. Although pairing is in the | linquent saved in a boys’ camp.| Texas” and “Oiltown, U.S.A.” “Mr. || 


flitted about without the least em- 
barrassment, passing 


seems to be a perfected form of 
radar. 


With few exceptions bats love 
company .and their number runs 
into the thousands and possibly 
millions under favorable circum- 
stances. Probably the most re- 
raarkable bat cave in the world is 
in Texas, from which at night for 
two hours at a stretch a rapidly 
moving stream of bats will emerge 
—a veritable cloud of flying forms. 

The bats of northern countries, 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 
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At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
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If you clip the old mailing label 
| from your Sworp and send it in 


Se ee PT es es 


unerringly 


autumn, the internal fertilization 
of the egg-cells does not occur un- 


I find in Paley’s “Natural The- 
ology,’ written sixty years ago, 
these words in an argument which 
still is unanswerable. He writes: 

“Design, if established, proves 

the Personality of the Deity, as 

distinguished from what is 

sometimes called Nature, or a 

Principle ... That which can 

centrive, or design, must be a 

person. The seat of intelligence 

is a Person.” 

Now this is the argument I 
have becn driving home in almost 
every talk, as you know. It is the 
only possible view to take, if we 
admit the inevitable logic of all 
the great mass of evidence un- 
covered before us. There is nothing 

credulity in this idea. It cannot 
be called a figment. of childish 
imagination. It is a wholly -sane 
and intelligent conclusion. It is 
simply the result of applying the 
test given by God, Himself, in Ro- 
mans 1:20: 


“The invisible things of him 


Many souls have been saved along 
with Buck, a tough, hardened, 


ment. with which it came into ex- 
istence, and all the millions of de- 
scendents have been using them 
ever since. 

Even parental love is given this 
unusual animal. The mother wraps 
herself around her helpless babe, 
and it is safe to say that this child 
experiences no fear when _ the 
strong hands enfold it. 

How like our safety in Christ. 
He tells us in John 10:28, 29: 


“T give unto them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish, and 
no one shall snatch them out of 
my hand. 


“My Father who gave them to 
me is greater than all; and no 
one is able to snatch them out 
of My Father’s hand.” 


May I ask you again if you are 
conscious of this safety? As civl- 
lization crashes, the omnipotent 
hand of our Lord is the only Ret- 
uge Which gives us seeurity. Will 


Texas” 
who always dreamed of becoming 


do so. These films include such 
subjects as “Loneliness,” “Happi- 
ness,’ “The Challenge, of Mis- 
sions,” “Things God Cannot Do,” 
(Continued on page 6) 
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The Ministry of Movies 


(Continued from page 5) 


Storms of Life,’ “Lost!” “Why 


Go to Church,’ and many others. 
I have seen most of these films 
and, needless to say, they are 
sound, sane, scriptural presenta- 
tions of the Gospel. There are also 
wonderful films on the London 
Campaign which are available. 


‘ Concordia Films 


Concordia has produced thirteen 
of the finest Gospel films you will 
ever see. These films, incidentally, 
were originally produced for tele- 
vision and are now being shown on 
230 television stations across the 
country. In the recent Second An- 
nual TV Film Program and Talent 
Awards Poll conducted by THE 
3ILLBOARD, entertainment in- 
dustry weekly published in Cin- 
cinnati, they were voted the “Best 
Non-Network Religious Film 
Series” of the year. This is all the 
more remarkable because these 
films were not even printed on 
the ballot sheet, but had to be 
written in! 

The films are in black and white, 
thirty minutes long, and are stor- 
ies about the Fisher family. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher, his father, and 
their grown-up daughter, teen- 
age son, and adolescent boy in a 
typical small town. They face the 
same problems as any normal 
American family, but they settle 
all their problems on a Christian 
basis that is uplifting and inspir- 
ing. Scripturally, the films are 
as sound as sound can be. 


One of the films is “The Little 
Lie That Grew.’ Little Freddy 
told grandfather he had _ not 
touched his stamp collection. It 
was a lie but such a small one it 
seemed harmless since he really 
had not hurt the collection. But 
when it was discovered that one 
stamp was missing, police were 
called in, and an innocent man was 
suspected, Freddy began to realize 
how one little lie can grow into 
a serious matter. He finally con- 
fessed his sin and was forgiven. 

“What Is a Christian?” is the 
story of a business man who set 
out to win five other business men 
to Christ. But the very first man 
he contacted asked him  point- 
blank just what it was to be a 
Christian and why that was more 
desirable than being a member of 
any good organization. The visitor 
Was stumped and finally Mr. 
Fisher explains to him just what it 
means to be a Christian. 


“Money for the Master” is the 
touching story of a rich landlord 
and his poorest tenant. He could 
not increase his giving to the 
church because his wife wanted to 
spend hundreds of dollars redecor- 
ating their lovely home in honor 
of a daughter’s marriage. The ten- 
ant, a poor widow who had broken 
her arm and therefore could not 
work, prayed for means to in- 
crease her offerings. How her 
problem was solved and how he 
was awakened to the responsibility 
of Christian giving makes a won- 
derful story. 

“The Neighbor Next Door” is a 
story of the neighbor next door. 
his broken fence and runaway 
dog. The story of sharp misunder- 
Standing, a threatened lawsuit and 
how the entire matter was settled 
on Christian principles that 
brought the entire matter to a 
wonderfully happy conclusion. 

Other titles are: 


“The Cheat” 

“A Little Child 
Them” 

“The Way He Should Go” 

“The Jealous Heart’ 

“A Christian in Politics” 

“Invitation to the Wedding” 

“The Family Altar” 

“The Happy Heart” 

““Til Death You Do Part” 


Each of these films is wonder- 
fully produced. Each one is based 
upon Scripture with Bible quota- 
tions freely used. Each one has a 
dramatic, heart-stirring climax. 
These films are absolutely tops in 


Shall Lead 


you know our address... 


The Sword of the Lord 

214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, TIL. 
so, if you move, be sure to let us know 
where you are by sending us your old 
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change. The Post Office will not for- 
ward papers unless you send postage. 


their field. The entire “This is the 
Life Series’ or individual films 
may be secured on a rental basis. 


Conservative Baptist 


The Conservative Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society has pro- 
duced several fine missionary 
films, I understand. I have seen 
only one of them. It is a film en- 
titled, “Ebony in Ivory.” This 
dramatically shows the prepara- 
tion and ministry of a young mis- 
sionary couple and their children. 
You see them as they do deputa- 
tion work in various churches to 
raise support. Then you go with 
them to Europe where they must 
study the language and coloniza- 
tion plan of the country in which 
they are preparing to work. You 
see their arrival by boat, the un- 
loading of the cargo, the greeting 
of veteran missionaries already on 
the field, the long ride in the di- 
lapidated truck to the mission 
station, and further preparation 
and study of native customs and 
languages on_the field. Here is a 
film that really tells what the 
score is in missionary work. 


Evangel Films 

“The Missing Christians,” a 
feature-length film in color, is 
still one of the most effective soul- 
winning films in America. It is 
the graphic story of Christians 
missing during the rapture, and 
the bewilderment and consterna- 
tion of those who are left behind. 
True to the Bible, not fanciful nor 
flighty. Literally hundreds of souls 
have been saved through the use 
of this splendid film. 

Evangel Films also made “Con- 


trary Winds,’ another feature- 
length film. This is the _ story 
of a fine young man_ who 


was called to the foreign mission 
field but who fell in love with and 
married a beautiful but worldly 
girl. The story of their marriage, 


‘his moral deterioration, and what 


She learned one wild night from 
a godly lighthouse keeper makes a 
thrilling story and carries a pow- 
erful Gospel message. 

Evangel Films has also made 
some shorter productions. “Basket 
of Blessing” is the tender, touch- 
ing story of how an older brother 
was firmly convinced that the 
story of the little lad whose loaves 
and fishes fed a multitude really 
was true. 


Gospel Films, Inc. 


“The Great Light” is a feature- 
length film that tells the story of 
a German lad’s conversion. This 
young man in postwar Germany, 
working long hours a day to sup- 
port his widowed mother, embit- 
tered by poverty, is approached 
by a member of the communist 
underground. He is taken in by 
unscrupulous men who get him 
a good-paving job, and life seems 
to go much more smoothly until 
he is brought face to face with the 
issue—shall he serve Christ or 
communism? Many of the scenes 
are laid in an ancient German 
castle. The story is based upon 
an actual experience of Reinhold 
Barth who is carrying on an active 
evangelistic ministry in Germany 
today. 

This company has also produced 
a splendid missionary picture, 
“Regions Beyond”; “Betrayed,” a 
film on juvenile delinquency; and 
others, 


International Evangelism 


This is the company that pro- 
duced “Banderilla,’ the thrilling 
story of the suppression of the 
Gospel in Franco’s Spain, and the 
persecution of those who are saved 
and their testimony. This company 
also made the cinemagic 3D film, 
“The Burning Answer.” 


Living Word Films 

“The Dreyer Story” is the latest 
film produced by this company, 
and it is a splendid film. In color, 
it is thirty-eight minutes’ in 
length. It is the true life story of 
Theodore Dreyer. The film. begins 
with Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Drey- 
erat their golden wedding anni- 
versary with their children and 
grandchildren with them to cele- 
brate the happy occasion. The film 
then flashes back to review Drey- 
er’s life. A headstrong and willful 
young man, he got a job with older 
men who sent him out for beer 
every day. Little by little he 


, 


acquired a taste for the intoxicant 
and was a drunkard by the time 
he reached manhood. The admoni- 
tion of his father, the broken 
heart of his mother, and the con- 
sternation of his brother; his life 
as a drunkard and _ spendthrift 
who repented of his sins and gave 
his heart to God while supposedly 
on his deathbed; his marriage and 
changed life that has made him 
such a living testimony to his 
neighbors and friends—all of this 
is in “The Dreyer Story.” This is 
a film that deserves to be widely 
shown. It would be especially ef- 
fective, I believe, at temperance 
meetings and to groups of young 
people, 


Memphis Union Mission 


“Skid Row Stopgap” tells the 
eight-year story of the Memphis 
Union. Mission, a rescue mission in 
Memphis, Tennessee. A_ typical 
drunkard is picked up from the 
gutter, given a good meal, a bath, 
and a decent night’s rest in a com- 
fortable bed. He is finally brought 
to God through the ministry of 
Jimmy Stroud, the mission super- 
intendent. The film also shows how 
the mission helps wayward girls 
by winning them to Christ and 
helping them in their new life. 


Moody Bible Institute 


“The Stones Cry Out” is the lat- 
est presentation of the Moody 
Bible Institute. From a technical 
standpoint, MBI has always pro- 
duced films of unexcelled quality. 
This film, too, is beautifully made. 
More than that, it has a strong, 
convincing Bible message _ that 
should convict sinners and turn 
many to Christ. 

It is a narration-type film with 
Dr. William Culbertson, godly 
president of MBI. The theme of 
this film is fulfilled Bible pro- 
phecy. The stones that cry out 
include the Golden Gate of Jeru- 
salem. This gate, closest to the 
site of Solomon’s temple, is closed 
and waiting, according to Scrip- 
ture, for the coming of the King. 
Other stones that cry out are 
found in Petra, the rose red city 
half as old as time! “You'll stand 
on its eagle-swept heights where 
only the vultures mourn the hid- 
eous heathen ritual that prompted 
God, through Obadiah, to foretell 
the fall of this once great center 
of commerce.” Other stones that 
cry out are found in the ruins of 
Babylon. It was here that words 
were written on a palace wall 
which said, “God hath numbered 
thy kindgom and finished it.” 

This film has the strongest 
Gospel message, a warning of 
judgment, of any film the Moody 
Bible Institute has ever produced. 
It is fervently hoped that Dr. Cul- 
bertson will play a strong part in 
the making of other similar films. 

Other “Sermons from Science” 
films produced by the Institute 
are 

“God of Creation” 

“Voice of the Deep” 

“Dust or Destiny” 


New Life Films 

“Call of the Navajo” is one of 
the finest Gospel films I have ever 
seen. Here, in rich color, is the 
story of a young Navajo boy, the 
son of a sheep herder. The story 
of how he rescued his pet lamb 
from a coyote and from a flash 
flood is thrilling. And the way the 
missionary used this very devo- 
tion to tell the boy of the Lamb 
of God is certainly touching. 


Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


“Operation Orient.” This is the} 


story of the wonderful work the 
Pocket Testament League is doing 
among the Asiatics on the island 
of Formosa, in Korea, etc. See 
troops of Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek eagerly receive pocket 
Testaments as they march on war 
maneuvers. You will see great 
throngs of people eagerly receiving 
the Gospel tracts and Testaments, 
great crowds who come to hear 
the preaching of the New Testa- 
ment evangelists. Made in color. 


Providence-Barrington Bible 
College 

“Revolt in Berlin” is produced 
by this college. It is filmed against 
the background of revolt that 
flared in East Berlin by angry 
mobs defying Russian machine 
guns on June 17 of last year. 
Actual. pictures of the mob vio- 
lence are shown. The plot involves 
a young reporter who goes to 


Berlin to cover the riots. There 


he and a former acquaintance, a 
lovely girl stenographer, work to- 
gether getting information: and 
taking pictures for his article. 
The climax is reached when a 
Christian German woman defies 
death because of her unselfish de- 
votion to Christ in a tragic mo- 
ment. 


Scripture Press 

This company specializes in 
films useful for the promotion of 
Sunday School work, and they 
make some of the finest Gospel 
films ‘for this purpose we have 
ever seen. 

“God’s Acre of Diamonds,” for 
example, is the story of a Sunday 
School superintendent who is be- 
ing transferred by his company 
and selects a hard-working Chris- 
tian gentleman to take his place. 
But Herb Hanson just isn’t, inter- 


ested. He wants to do something 
that is more practical, that pro- 
duces real results. The superin- 
tendent then takes him on a tour 
of the thriving Sunday School, 
showing him methods that 4are be- 
ing used, how little ones are being 
taught, how lives are _ being 
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(Continued from page 6) 


changed. Before the visit is over, 
Hanson realizes that the Sunday 
School .is really “God’s acre of 
diamtonds’”—a_ place of glittering 
opportunity right in his own back 
yard! Other films by Scripture 
Press are, “Stars in Your Crown,” 
and “Doorways to Decision.” These 
are all in black and white, ap- 
proximately twenty minutes in 
length, and each has to do with 
the Sunday School. 


Taylor University 


“Angel in Ebony” is the true life 
story of Sammy Morris. I read this 
story as a young man and it 
greatly blessed my life. Sammy 
Morris was an African prince who 
was saved in the jungles of Africa, 
made his way across the waters to 
America, went to Taylor Univer- 
sity. So filled with the Spirit was 
he that he transformed the lives 
of everyone with whom he came in 
contact and the course of Taylor 
University was altered. “Ted” 
Engstrom, Executive Director of 
Youth for Christ International, 
says about this film, “The produc- 


\ 
filmed, a story without parallel.” 


Unusual Films 


These are the striking produc- 
tions of Bob Jones University. 

Unusual Films really are! These 
films may be obtained on a rental 
or long lease basis. Every one of 
them is of the highest type. The 
photography is unexcelled, as are 
the script and manner of presenta- 
tion. 

“Heavenly Harmonies” and 
“Vesper Melodies” are, in my 
judgment, the finest musical pro- 
grams on sound film to be found 
anywhere. Unusual lighting ef- 
fects, unusual musical arrange- 
ments, lovely girls in beautiful 
attire, manly young fellows who 
join them in glorious song. Vocal 
numbers, choral numbers, orches- 
tral numbers and poems. My two 
cow-boy-crazy sons who eat, sleep, 
and breathe cowboys and Indians 
were with me when I reviewed 
these films on the ranch, and they 
not only sat spellbound, but beg- 
ged to see them again! This is not 
only music at its best—it is music 
at its very best. 


tion is magnificent, beautifully! Then there is “Miracle,’ the 
‘if the Foundati he 
the Foundations ... ! 
(Continued from page 1) 
the foundations thereof bej| Equally important is the founda- 


strongly laid” (Ezra 6:3). 

I understand that when they 
constructed the mighty Empire 
State Building in metropolitan 
New York, the world’s tallest 
building which sold recently for 
$51,500,000, the engineers insisted 
on digging down five stories into 
the earth until they reached solid 
rock. They were determined to 
have a ‘good’ foundation. It is the 
Same with any building of value; 
the foundation is vitally important. 

The Lord Jesus laid special 
stress upon _ stedfast, secure 
foundations when He said: 


“Therefore whosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon 
——a~rock: And. the: rain. descended, 
and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was 
founded wpon a rock. And every 
one that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the 
sand: And the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall 
of it.’—-Matt. 7:24-27. 

When it comes to “the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
Saints’ (Jude 3), the foundation 
is one already laid which cannot 
be changed or altered. First Cor- 
inthians 3:11 declares, ‘For other 
foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
The Church, which is His body, is 
“built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner 
Stone” (Eph. 2:20). 


WHAT ARE THE FOUNDA- 
TIONS OF “THE FAITH’ NOW 
UNDER ATTACK? 

Certainly one of the most im- 
portant, with which all the rest 
stand or fall, is the deity of Jesus 
Christ! Immediately our mind is 
called to Matthew 16:15-18, where 
Christ questioned His disciples: 

“But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. And Jesus 
answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven, And I 
say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” 

The truth embodied in Peter's 
declaration of faith, that Jesus is 
“the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” is of utmost importance. 
It is “the rock” upon which our 
entire faith is built. Perhaps it 
would be safe to say that this is 
the most important single truth 
of Christianity. To tear down this 
claim would most certainly be 
destroying the foundations of our 
faith. Over and over in sacred 
Scripture this fact is emphasized. 
Jesus Christ is Almighty God! 


tion truth that the Bible, a holy 
collection of sixty-six books by 
some forty-odd writers, is the in- 
fallible, inspired, complete Word 
of the Living God! If this founda- 
tion crumbles nothing is sure, 
nothing is certain. Without this 
cornerstone it would be absolutely 
impossible for men to determine 
what is true and what is false. 

Then there is the foundational 
truth wrapped up in the literal, 
physical, bodily resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the grave. First 
Corinthians 15:14-19 puts it this 
way: 

“If Christ be not risen, then is 
our preaching vain, and your faith 
is also vain. Yea, we are found 
false witnesses of God; because 
we have testified of God that he 
raised up Christ: whom he raised 
not up, if so be that the dead rise 
not. For if the dead rise not, then 
is not Christ raised: And if Christ 
be not raised, your faith is vain; 
ye are yet in your sins. Then they 
also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable.” 

If this foundation is faulty: (1) 
the Gospel-has no good news, no 
dynamic saving power; (2) our 
faith is vain, we trust in nothing; 
(3) the Bible is false and cannot 
be trusted: its writers, either de- 
ceived dupes or deliberate liars; 
(4) we are still in our sins and 
will always thusly be bound; (5) 
we are of all men most miserable, 


‘most to be pitied. If the. resur- 


rection is not true we have no 
living, loving, interceding Advo- 
cate seated at the right hand of 
the Majesty on High. 

But no writer dares suggest 
essential foundation truths of the 
faith without mentioning the blood 
atenement: the sacrificial salva- 
tion provided by Jesus Christ on 
the cross! Whenever the blood of 
Christ goes out of the Bible, sal- 
vation is taken out! Every think- 
ing Bible-believer is compelled to 
confess with Edward Mote: ©) 
My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteous- 

ness; 
I dare not trust the 
frame, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name, 


THESE FOUNDATIONS ARE 
UNDER ATTACK “ 


Look again at verses 2 and 3 of 
our text: “For, lo, the wicked 
bend their bow, they make ready 
their arrow upon the string, that 
they may privily /literally, ‘in 
darkness’! shoot at the upright in 
heart. If the foundations be de- 
stroved, what can the righteous 
do?”’ Never were these words pro- 
phetically more true and applic- 
able than in our generation. The 
wicked have bent their bows and 
shot their arrows at the heart 
of Christian truth in demoniacal 
efforts to destroy the foundations. 

The foundations of our faith are 
under attack from without! Infi- 
dels on the outside of the Church 


(Continued on page 8) 


sweetest 


true story of Joe Parelli. Perhaps 
he was the Liberace of his day 
until he fell into sin, became a 
drunken bum, and outcast, talent 
ruined, character wrecked, family 
crushed. The story of his redemp- 
tion is soul-stirring—a powerful 
testimony to the saving grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Then there are the sermons of 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. “Light of the 
World” and “You Can’t Win,” two 
of the great sermons that have 
been preached in person to multi- 
plied thousands of people from 
coast to coast. 


As everyone knows, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr., is a talented Shakes- 
pearean actor. This ability, along 
with everything else this man has, 
has been dedicated to Christ. His 
acting technique has been em- 
ployed in the filming of a great 
Gospel sermon, “Pound of Flesh.” 
It is a sermon on law and grace. 
After presenting the great Gospel 
truth, Dr. Bob introduces the won- 
derful courtroom scene from 
Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of 
Venice.” He then turns to pass 
through a door at his back. The 
camera Shifts to the other side 
of the door and Dr. Bob enters, 
dressed as Shylock; and the dra- 
matic courtroom scene is acted 
out. The film is thirty minutes 
long, is in black and white and in 
color. 


“Macbeth” is a full-length color 
production of Shakespeare’s trag- 
edy, “Macbeth.” I was amazed at 
the gorgeous costumes and the tre- 
mendous sets, worthy of a Holly- 
wood professional studio. The cast 
gives an unexcelled performance. 


To introduce the play, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr., makes a scriptural ap- 
plication, emphasizing the fact 
that Macbeth’s sins found him out 
and presenting the plan of salva- 
tion. 


World Vision, Inc. 


Featuring the Bob Pierce films, 
World Vision, Inc., has made 

“38th Parallel’. 

“This Gathering Storm” 

“The Flame” 

“The New China Challenge,” 
all beautifully done in color. Each 
one with a well worked-out plot 
that holds together the scene em- 
phasizing missionary need among 
the Asiatic peoples. 


These pictures are made with 
professional skill and do have a 
strong missionary challenge that 
will be helpful to any religious 
congregation. There are many 
scenes of conditions at the battle 
fronts, scenes of destruction, pov- 
erty, need, and scenes of how 
Christian people are meeting some 
of these: needs. 


Vision, Incorporated 


This organization, under the 


direction of Clay Cooper—a young 
man who always keeps his suit- 
case packed!—has produced such 
films as “New Horizons,’ “The 
Cry of the Orient,’ “Operation in 
Indo-China,” “Jahangal, Your 
African Safari,’ ete. 

These pictures are recent, first- 
hand, up-to-date, and follow one 
another with characteristic excell- 
ence. The Vision, Inc., films have 
justly earned a unique reputation 
among missionary films. Not only 
is the photography good, but the 
pictures really have a message 
for our hearts as well as interest 
for our eyes; and they have a 
missionary appeal at the end that 
really produces the missionary re- 
sults for which they are intended. 


Gospel Film Distributors 


A number of companies are do- 
ing a valuable ministry through 
the distribution of good, sound 
Gospel films. These companies 
actually are rental libraries and 
handle .virtually all of the best 
Gospel films. 


Century Gospel Ministries 

This is such a company. This 
company handles films of the 
major Gospel producers, among 
Which are “Great Discovery,” 
“Shelter in the Cumberlands,’ 
“The Great Light,’ “The Call of 
the Navajo,’ “Miracle,” “Empty 
Shoes,” “The Danger Trail,’ and 
many others. 


Christian Youth Cinema 
In their catalog is to be found 
the Billy Graham “Hour of Deci- 
sion’ series, “Sunday on the 
Range” (featuring Redd Harper, 
Tim Spencer, etce.), “Contrary 
Winds,” and many, many others. 


Trinity Films 
Trinity Films, Ine, also handle 
rental films which may be secured 
for a single showing or a series 
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“Preferred Risk’’ 


INSURANCE 


FOR RELIGIOUS WORKERS 


You are entitled to the same low rates asa 
minister on life, health, hospital and acci- Peo 
dent policies . . . if you are a full-time 7 
deaconess, religious education director, [7 
seminary sthident, YMCA-YWCA secre- 7%. 
tary or instructor in a church-related i 

school or college. Sold only by mail. 
Established in ig00. Write for bulletin 


MINISTERS LIFE &@ CASUALTY UNION 
128 Minister's life Bldg. ¢ Minneapolis 16, Minn. 


of Gospel services. 


A FREE COUNTRY- 


but is the average American 
really free? Read an inter- 
pretation of what frue free- 
dom is 


$1.75 
by H. Leo Eddleman 


Declaring that New Testament 
faith alone can set men free, 
Dr. Eddleman proclaims the 
heart of that faith as he dis- 
cusses such basic tenets as the 
new birth, grace, sanctification, 
faith, and eternal = security. 
From his experiences as mis- 
sionary, pastor, and professor 
he draws vivid illustrations as 
he sets forth basic essentials of 
New Testament belief. 


Order from your favorite 
’ book dealer 


BROADMAN PRESS 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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A STRONG EVANGELISTIC FILM 


EVANGEL FILMS 


P. O. Box 29 


COLOR FILM 


Portland 7, Ore. 
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. 


TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 


those he met. 


TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
UPLAND, INDIANA 


PRESENTS .06 


; % 
@ Tortured by a rival tribal-chig 4 
@ Wandering through the union 


THE TRUE LIFE STORY of Sammy Morris, an’ 
African prince, whose miraculous conversion 
in the jungles of Africa began a series of 
events that. were to alter the course of an 
American university and transform the lives of 


FILMED IN VIVID COLOR ON AUTHENTIC LOCATIONS 


For information regarding a showing in your com- 
munity on a free-will offering basis, write: 


ANGEL IN EBONY 
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‘If the Foundations . . . !” 


(Continued from page 7) 


are zealously leveling their guns 
upon the things “most surely be- 
lieved” (Luke 1:1) down through 
the ages by the Church. 


Newspapers habitually present 


The Memphis Story, is a beautiful color- 
ed sound motion picture, 40 minutes in 
length, produced by the Memphis Union 

Mission, Jimmy Stroud, Supt. 
| looking for individuals who own their 
own motion picture equipment and are 
experienced in presenting Christian films 
in their own area, to handle this Chris- 
tian film on a percentage basis. If you 
are interested and would like this minis- 
try please write for further information 


SKID aot sToreaP 


‘ 5 <= Bi P - 
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We are 


JIMMY STROUD 
Memphis Unien Mission 
107 Peplar, Memphis, Tennessee 


fundamentalism in a poor light in 
the public eye. The feats of snake- 
handlers, poison-drinkers, and 
even polygamists are displayed 
with banner headlines on front 
pages as the acts of ‘“Bible-be- 
lievers”’ and “fundamentalist 
sects.” Evolution is exalted, ab- 
surd claims are glorified: any- 
thing goes as long as it seems 
beneficial in dragging the Scrip- 
ture from its rightful throne. 

The radio, the movies, the popu- 
lar television programs all join 
in joking about these foundations! 
Script writers long ago discovered 
that the loudest laughs are gained 
from a humorous story putting 
holy things in a bad light. 


Organized atheistic groups spew 
their hostility openly on every 
front. Popular writers 6f past and 
present such as H. G. -Wells, 
Thomas Paine, Voltaire, Bob In- 
gersoll, Renan, John Dewey and 
Charles Darwin unashamedly have 
launched vicious bombardments 
through poisonous pens. 


I Communists In All Out 
Attack on Fundamentals of 
Christian Faith 


Poets like Langston Hughes find 
wide circulations for blasphemous 
productions such as, “Goodbye, 
Christ”! Incidentally, an. official 


government report states, (2) “If 


$185 Complete 


Write ‘ 
ORGAN CHOP 


' 
iiterature 


@ SUITCASE ORGANS @ Complete Line of 


@ VIBRAHARPS 
* SPEC. DISCOUNTS to Ministers, Church Workers 


3805 Fulton, Canton, Ohio World's Fi 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Missionaries and Students 


Distributor for DEAGAN and MUSSER 


ést Vibraharps 


JONAH > 


| Authentic, 


TWO SHORT FILMS... 


For Children or Family Audiences 


“The Man Who Ran Away From God” 
(Missionary Message) 


beautifully executed artwork that makes the story of Jonah come 
alive in this exciting new technique. 


DUCKS > 


+ Featuring Ethel Barrett, fascinating Story Teller who has appeared on network 
' television with Jack Wyrtzen, Percy Crawford, ani others. 


—Fifteen minutes, in color. Rental—$7.00 


“The Ducks Who Didn’t Belong”’ 
(Salvation Message) 


a 


—Fifteen minutes, in color. Rental—$5.00 


Write: 


GOOD NEWS PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
Chester Springs, Pennsylvania 


there is any doubt in your mind 


-|as to the vicious and blasphemous 


propaganda communists are us- 
ing against religion, then go to 
your public library and read a 
typical example of it entitled 
‘Goodbye, Christ,’ by Langston 
Hughes. It is so atrocious that we 


even so, it is mild compared to the 
atheist propaganda in Moscow.” 


Nor can we ignore this attack 
of communism, a mad religion all 
of its own which, while atheistic 
in principle, nonetheless worships 
at the shrine of materialism. Earl 
Browder, former head of the 
Communist Party in the United 
States, declared, (3) “....we com- 
munists do not distinguish between 
good and bad religions, because we 
think they are all bad....”’ Again 
he stated, (4) “....By going a- 
mong the religious masses, we 
are for the first time able to 
bring our anti-religious ideas to 
them.” And still again he boasted, 
(5) “We stand without any reser- 
vations for education that will 
root out beliefs in the _ super- 
natural, that will remove the re- 
ligious prejudices which stand in 
the way of organizing the masses 
for socialism, that will withdraw 
the special “es ileges of religious 
institutions. . 

William Z. Boater: present head 
of the Communist Party in the 
United States, replying under oath 
to the Fish Committee Chairman's 
question, “Does*your party adv@ 
cate the abolition and destruction 
of religious beliefs?’’, stated, ‘6 
“Our party considers religion to 
be the opium of the people, as 
Karl Marx has stated, and we 
carry on propaganda for that 
liquidation of these prejudices 
among the workers.” 

Showing how far they have ad- 
vanced along this line, Dr. J. B. 
Matthews, noted communist 
authority, began his article in The 
American Mercury, “Reds and Our 
Churches,” with the words, 7) 
“The largest single group support- 
ing the communist apparatus in 
the United States today is com- 
posed of Protestant clergymen.” 


Writing another article entitled, 
“Communism and the Protestant 
Clergy,” for another national 
Magazine, Dr. Matthews declared, 
4(8) “Nevertheless, I say for the 
rrecord: A majority of all the large 
and influential communist-front 
porganizations of the past 17 years 
have been headed by Protestant 
clergymen, a documented fact not 
heretofore revealed. This one fact 
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just the books for you! 


to have. 


BREAD FROM 
BELLEVUE OVEN 
By Dr. Robert G. Lee 


Here are eight messages to warm and 
bless, and help you to be more in 
earnest about helping others. Scattered 
through the pages are lovely bits of 
poetry, picturesque quotations, and 
stories that bring home a point with 
such emphasis you'll long remember it. 
Notice these eight fascinating chapters: 


To Whom Shail We Go? 
Chasing Fleas 


The Taming of a Wild Man 
The Menace of Mediocrity 
be a Down a Tree 

Boo 


Lovely brown cloth binding, gold stamp- 
ed, 186 pages, a book you'll never for- 
get, by the three-time president of six 
million Southern Baptists. 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, Iinois 


...-Bread from Bellevue Oven $2.00 
~...Eternal Retribution 1.50 
2.50 


----The Ruin of a Christian 
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soy? 


I Can't Afford to Buy Books 


Do you often see books you'd like to*have, but feel you must spend every penny on essentials? 
Do you feel the money you spend on books goes for a luxury rather than necessities? Then we have 


Why? Because here are books so rich, so full of continual blessing, that the money you spend 
on them will be rewarded again and again. Through reading them, you'll discover there are es- 
sentials for the soul—essentials as important as shoes for the children, amd bread, and warm 
fires! For here are books with admonition, rebuke, and encouragement—spiritual food you ought 


ETERN AL RETRIBUTION 
By Dr. William Elbert Munsey 


Tremendous sermons on sin, judgment, 
Heli and eternity—-some of the greatest 
sermons ever preached on these profound 
themes, says Dr. John R. Rice. 

Dr. fMunsey was one of the great 
Methodist preachers of the South 75 
years ago. He knows his Bible well; -he 
has a way of expressing deep truths 
clearly; he uses graphic illustrations. Not 
a book for casual reading. It requires 
real concentration, but it will give you 
an unforgettable insight into the realities 
of eternity. Chapters on: 


The Resurrection of the Human Body 
Retribution 

Oh, Eternity! 

The Just Necessity for Punishment 

The Awfulness of Eternal Punishment 
The Outer Darkness of the Eternally 


Escape from Eternal Retribution 
Blue cloth binding, 128 pages, 


only 


See ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe ee ee oe ee oe ee oe oe ee oe oe ee ee oe ot oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe ot Ge oe = oe oe 
= 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE or 


f 


Name wit 


Address 


iy Ae 


he he eh hh hk i ee ee ee 


THE RUIN OF A 
CHRISTIAN 
By Dr. John R. Rice 


4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

‘ 

4 
30,000 copies of this tremendously 
popular ‘book are already in print. Se- ; 
lected from ten years of writing, preach- 
ed all over America, these messages re- 
vive Christians and fead to soul win- ; 
ning. You need this book to warm your 
heart, convict of sin, and transform your , 
life into what God wants you to be. < 
Sometimes books like this are difficult to‘ 
read because they call for a sober, hum- 
bling heart searching. But then the + 
pleasant books, which gloss over the | 
things in the life that need to be made , 
right, will never transform and this book ‘ 
can, and will, if you will let it, 
» ‘ 

TWELVE SERMONS : 
ESPECIALLY FOR CHRISTIANS 
- The Ruin of a 4 
: 

4 
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Christian. 
- Lukewarmness—The Sin That Makes 
God Vomit. 


NS 


3. God’s Slaughter Crew. 
4. The Curse of Hidden Sins. 
5. The Sin of Lying. 
6. “Break Up Your Fallow Ground, 
oi = Sew Not Among Thorns.” 
1.4 Sin of Those Who 
Win Souls. 
8. Not Evil One of Another, 
Brethren.” 
9. Judge Not! 
10. “Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked To- 
gether With Unbelievers.”’ 
11, Washing Dirty Feet. 
12. A New Start. 
253 large pages, beautfully cloth 
bound, 2.50 
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speaks volumes.... 
strategy, 
made to infiltrate any group as 


be worth as 
munist cause as a carload of rank- 


will not reproduce it here, but} 


In communist 
maximum efforts are 


influential as the Protestant 
clergymen. One clergyman would 
much to the com- 


and-file union members,” 


Again he states, (9) “In its issue 
of July 5, 1953, the Communist 
Daily Worker  boastfully _pro- 
claimed that ‘religious leaders 
have been more receptive to the 
amnesty appeal than leaders of 
any other single group.’ Ordinar- 
ily, this journalistic mouthpiece 
of the Kremlin conspiracy may be 
taken with a very large grain of 
salt, but in this particular in- 
stance, olgjective analysis supports 
the paper’s assertion.” The ‘am- 
nesty appeal’ referred to was the 
National Committee to Win Am- 
nesty for the Smith Act Victims. 
The Smith Act is officially known 
as the Alien Registration Act and 
is aimed at checking subversive 
activities. 


The California Senate Investi- 
gating Committee on Education, 
after listing several pages of sign- 
ers of an ‘Open Letter’ to Con- 
gressional candidates condemning 
the McCarran Act, commented, 
(10) “. .., The Communist Party, 
as has previously been noted, is 
directing its major efforts toward 
infiltrating education and religion 


Former Congressman ‘Thomas 
L. Blanton, who represented Texas 
so nobly for 20 years in Washing- 
ton, wrote: (11) “The Seventh Con- 
gress of the Communist Interna- 
tional in Moscow on August 1, 1953, 
instructed its members of Young 
Communist Leagues’ throughout 
the world, to ‘bore from within’ 
and ‘fight for influence’ and to 
‘join all types of youth organiza- 
tions, including those conducted by 
religious bodies.’ ” 


Commenting on the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, of which the Na- 
tional Council of Churches is the 
American representative, Time 
magazine noted, (2) “A case in 
point is Prague University’s Dr. 
Joseph Hromadka, who sounded 
to many like a communist apolo- 
gist in the 1948 World Council 
meetings in Amsterdam and at 
similar meetings since. Hromadka 
is Russia’s man. He has been and 
will be.’ Incidentally, Dr. C. T. 
Chao, who turned out to be a dedi- 
cated supporter of Mao Tse-tung’s 
communist regime in China, was 


elected by this same World Coun- 


cil as one of their original presi- 
dents! And Hromadka is on the 
Council’s central governing com- 
mittee! 

Herbert A. Philbrick, auther of 
I Led Three Lives and for nine 
years a spy in a Boston ‘cell’ for 
the FBI, emphasized this same 
truth in his article, “The COM- 
MUNISTS Are After YOUR 
Church!” Wrote Mr. Philbrick: 
(13) ‘Whether your church is a 
city cathedral or a village meet- 
ing house, the communists are out 
to get it.... For nine years I was 
a volunteer counterspy for the 
FBI, observing and participating 
in communist strategy from the 
grassroots to high levels. And.... 
I know that the communist threat 
to your church is greater now than 
at any time in twenty years. I 
know how the Reds have planted 
secret communists in pulpits, how 
they have infiltrated seminaries, 
how they ‘use’ good and unsus- 
pecting Protestants, Catholics and 
Jews they have duped.” 


Widely read Texas columnist, 
Lynn Landrum, commented: (14) 
“Bishop Oxnam himself is busy 
denouncing McCarthyism for its 
attack on the church. But it was 
not McCarthy but J. B. Matthews 
who said there were 7,000 clergy- 
men who have in one way and 
another aided and abetted the 
communist conspiracy in this coun- 
try. And Dr. Matthews has a 
eard index of 7,933 names to back 
it up. The Columntator has sev- 
eral thousand in his own files.” 


Last fall Dr. John A. Mackay, 
president of Princeton Theological 
Seminary and Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., issued 
a statement to the two-and-a-half 
million Presbyterians under him. 
This ‘Letter to Presbyterians 


Concerning the Present Situation 
in our Country and in the World’ 
was released by the General Coun- 
cil of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Almost immediately a (45) lieuten- 
ant commander in the U. S. Naval | 


Reserve, who had received ‘“exten-~ 


sive training and experience in 
the recognition of propaganda 
which gives aid and comfort to 
the enemy” during World War II, 
wrote ‘An Analysis of the Pres- 
byterian General Council’s Letter 
as a Propaganda Document,” 
showing the amazing element of 
Russian Communist propaganda 
therein. Still later, a distinguished 
“Who’s Who” clergyman, writing 
in one of America’s most respected 
secular magazines, observed that 
Dr. Mackay’s statement contained 
no less than twenty-five (18 
“sentences or paragraphs (with) 
the exact sentiment and, in several 
instances, the exact language’ 
found-in two earlier issues of the 
communist Cominform Journal. 
Concerning the latter he explains, 
(17) “This material, printed in 
twenty-seven languages, is sent to 
all communist and ‘fellow-traveler’ 
journals, as well as to individuals 
throughout the world.” 


Manning Johnson, former Com- 
munist party leader in the United 
States, now a Baptist, testified: 
(18) “Tt was determined (by the 
Kremlin) that it would be neces- 
sary to concentrate communist 
agents in the seminaries and 
Divinity schools. The plan was to 
make the seminaries the neck of 
a funnel through which thousands 
of potential clergymen would issue 
forth. In the early 1930's, the 
communists instructed thousands 
of their members to rejoin their 
ancestral religious groups, and to 
operate in cells designed to take 
control of churches for communist 
purposes. Communists learned that 
the clergyman under their control 
Served as a useful ‘respectable 
face’ for most of their front ac- 
tivities. Religion was used. to 
spearhead the odious plots. It is 
a communist axiom that an infil- 
trated body with 1 per cent mem- 
bers, and 9 per cent sympathizers, 
can control the remaining 90 per 
cent.” Thus we see a sampling 
of the communist efforts to. get 
within the Church for the purpose 
of destroying it. 


But the attacks by various 
groups from without the Church 
do not especially alarm us. All 
down through the years in the 
march of centuries Satan’s perse- 
cutions from without have failed 
repeatedly. The blood -.of -the 
martyrs consistently has proven to 
be the seed of the Church and 
the greater the opposition, the 
more glorious the triumphs! 


The most deadly attacks upon 
the foundations come from within! 
Infidels on the inside of the 
Church have joined hands with the 
outside opposition to destroy our 
“more sure word of prophecy” (II 
Pet. 1:19). Even the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Atheism gleefully chuckled, (9) 
“They are saving the ship of 
Christianity by throwing her 
cargo overboard. With what zeal 
the Fosdicks and Shailer Math- 
ewses and the whole crew of 
rescuers toss out....the Virgin 
Birth, Atonement, and the Resur- 
rection. How long will men sail 
the seas in an empty ship? They 
will go aShore and enjoy life with 
the atheists. We welcome the aid 
of the modernists and pledge them 
our fullest cooperation in ridding 
the world....of any serious ac- 
ceptance of Christian theology.” 


Modernism and false cults, while 
only a part of the true Church 
in pretense (II Cor. 11:13-15), are 
making vicious assaults on the 
foundations from within. 


II. Modern Infidels In Church- 
es Are Attacking the Deity 
of Christ! 


Dr. Edwin Ewart Aubrey, presi- 
dent of Crozer Seminary, asking if 
Jesus “is really God,” replied, (20) 
“To this one can but say that he 
is not the Creator who made 
heaven and earth, nor is he all of 
God.” 

Henry J. Cadbury, one of the 
Revised Standard Version trans- 
lators, politely called Christ a liar 
by saying, (21) “He was given to 
overstatements....” Waxing still 
more boldly in another book, he 
declared, (22) “A psychology of 
God, if that is what Jesus was, 
is not available.’ Later he wrote, 
(23) “It is particularly dangerous 
to stress the terms of Jesus,” and 
announce that God was (24) “not 
in the foreground of Jesus’ think- 
ing, but in the background.” 

Dr. Francis J. McConnell, for- 
mer president of the National- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Federal Council of Churches and 
Methodist Bishop of the New 
York area, wrote, (25) “Is not this 
tendency to deify Jesus more 
heathen than Christian? Are we 
not most truly Christian when we 
cut loose from a heathen propen- 
sity and take Jesus simply for the 
character that he was and for 
the ideal that he is?” 

Dr. George A. Buttrick, another 
past president of the National- 
Federal Council, went so far as to 
wonder, (26) “if God there be.” 


Theology professor Paul W. 
Schmiedel, writer of the article 
on Christ’s resurrection in the 
Encyclopedia Biblica, wrote, (27) 
“My religion does not require me 
to find in Jesus an absolutely per- 
fect model, and it would not 
trouble me if I found another 
person who excelled him, as in- 
deed, in some respects, some have 
already done. Convinced as I am 
that he was human, if another 
should have more to offer me than 
he had, I should consider this 
simply another instance of God’s 
bounty and favour.” 


To this agreed Dr. J. W. Nixon, 
theology professor at Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School, who 
wrote, (28) “We shall not bandy 
words about the finality of Christ 
.... Lhe field is open for anyone 
at any time to mean more to men 
than Jesus has meant....He was 
the child of his people and his 
time.” 


Harry Emerson Fosdick, one of 
the world’s best known modernist- 
infidels, has been unrelentless in 
his attacks upon Christ’s deity. 
The author of a sermon called, 
“The Peril of Worshipping Jesus,”’ 
he wrote, (29) “To say therefore 
that God was in Christ seems to 
me no theological puzzle at all. 
I think God was in my mother, 
the source of the loveliness that 
blessed us there!” In other words, 
Christ was no more God than was 
Mrs. Fosdick! 


In another book he said of the 
expression “Jesus is God’: (30) 
“That statement alone is_ not 
orthodoxy; it #s heresy.” Writing 
in a Presbyterian publication he 
declared, (31) “Nobody should go 
to Jesus, to the manger and the 
cross, to find the omnipotence 


which swings Orion and the 


Pleiades.” Again he said, (32) “the 
world has tried in two ways. to 
get rid of Jesus: first, by cruci- 
fying him, and second by worship- 
ping him....He did not fear be- 
ing opposed; he feared being wor- 
shipped.” : iy 

Dr. Albert W. Palmer, long 
president of the Chicago Theologi- 
cal Seminary, wrote, (33) “You 
may decide that the evidence for 
the virgin birth is so slender that 
it is imperative for you to think 
of Jesus as born like all the rest 
of us, of two human parents. Per- 


sonally, I should welcome that 
conclusion... .” 


Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, 
president of the Union Theological 
Seminary which was described as 
(34) “a hot-bed of red radicalism” 
and where the (35) head of the 
Communist Party once spoke, de- 
clared, (36) “It is mistaken to 
claim that in Jesus, the whole 
Being of God was present, that 
God’s purpose was fully expressed 
through Him.” Incidently, Dr. Van 
Dusen, in speaking of communists 
among the clergy, recently made 
the amazing statement that the 
(37) “extreme right....is the 
more dangerous” than the “ex- 
treme left.” 


Dr. John C. Bennett, a theology 
professor in the same seminary, 
concluded, (38) “The mystery of 
human freedom and divine initia- 
tive is no different in the case of 
Christ from what it is in the 
case of all men.” 

Dr. Hornell Hart, popular Na- 
tional-Federal Council leader, 
wrote in an ultra-liberal maga- 
zine, (39) “To pretend that the 
historic Nazarene was perfect is 
to deny the Christ in order to 
glorify” Jesus.” 

Dr. Wesner Fallaw, speaking at 
the March 1944 annual meeting 
of the International Council of 
Religious Education (producers of 
the Revised Standard Version), is 
quoted as saying, (40) “We want 
youth to view Jesus as God's 
principal revelation of his nature. 
Jesus is not God, nor another god; 
nor yet the only revelation we 


have of God....To my mind, one 
of the major faults with orthodoxy 
has always been the practice of 
confusing God with Jesus. We stil] 
have much to do in deleting from 
the prayers, hymns and certain 
textbooks used “with children, 
evidences of Christ-worship.” 


Cecil G. Fielder, a missionary 
out under the American (North- 
ern) Baptist Convention, stated, 
(41) “Jesus definitely disclaimed 
any intention of placing Himself 
on a level with God the Father.” 


Douglas Clyde MacIntosh, in his 
famous Calcutta lectures, sum- 
med up the philosophy of modern- 
ism when he said, (42) “The Jesus 
of Christian tradition must die 
that He may live....The trap- 
pings of an ancient and outworn 
Christology....insofar as it is 
outworn....must be cast aside 
that the true Jesus of history may 
be clothed anew in robes of re- 
ligious appreciation and interpre- 
tation which will better befit Him 
in the exalted place He is to oc- 
cupy in the world of modern 
thought and life and, particularly 
in the universal religion of the 
future.” 


III. False Cults Join Modern- 
ists in Denying Deity 
of Christ 

Joining the so-called ‘‘modern- 
ists” in their attack upon the deity 
of Christ are a multitudinous 
host of false cults and sects. For 
example, Unity boasts. that they 
believe (43) “not only in the divin- 
ity of Jesus, but in the divinity of 
every man in the Mind of Being,”’ 
which is another way of denying 
that He is very God of very God. 
In the same article they stated, 
“man’s one mission is to demon- 
strate his divinity in the midst of 
humanity as did Jesus.”’ Even ear- 
lier they had written, (44) ‘“.... 
our origin is of God and therefore 
divine just as much as Jesus.” 


The so-called ‘“Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses”” make an attack upon the 
deity of Christ the focal point of 
their whole system. With a philos- 
ophy which makes the Father 
“God Almighty” and Jesus Christ 
“a god,” they reject the doctrine 
of the Trinity and any sensible 
terminology of deity for Christ. 


“Judge” J, R. Rutherford, -succes- 


sor of “Pastor” C. T. Russell as 
head of the movement, wrote, (49) 
“....desus could not be part God 
and part man....”’ Again he 
wrote, (46) “Jehovah God is su- 
preme, and Christ Jesus is his 
Chief Officer....” Later in the 
same book he explains, ‘47 ‘The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the great 
Executive Officer of Jehovah 
God....” Russell himself wrote, 
(48) “. |... Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is a God....still the united voice 
of the Scriptures must emphatic- 
ally assert that there is but one 
Almighty God, the Father of all.” 


Mormon Apostle O. Hyde de- 
clared, (49) “We say it was Jesus 
Christ who was married at Cana 
to the Marys and Martha whereby 
He could see His seed before He 
was’7 crucified.” And Brigham 
Young, Joe Smith’s successor as 
head of the cult, emphatically de- 
clared, (50) “‘When the Virgin Mary 
conceived the child Jesus....He 
was NOT begotten by the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Spiritualism, so-called, is an- 
other enemy of Christ’s. deity. 
They claim (51) “Jesus had defects 
and imperfections....He was a 
simple Jewish enthusiast and re- 
ligious reformer, foolishly sup- 
posing Himself to be the Messiah, 
thereby coming to an untimely 
death.” 

But what saith the Scriptures 
in the light of these attacks? “To 
the Jaw and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this 
word, it _is because there is no 
light in them” (Isa. 8:20). Let’s 
take a look at the Book! 


Call Jesus, Christ Himself to 
the witness stand and hear His 
testimony: “I and my Father are 
one” (John 10:30). Even old 
Satan would have a difficult time 
trying to make that mean any- 
thing but a claim of equality with 
the Father. If the Father is God, 
Christ is God; They are one. Again 
He said, “All men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the 
Father” (John 5:23). 

Call the Father to the witness 
stand! “Let all the angels of God 
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worship him....Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever’ (Heb. 
1:6, 8). 

Listen to the’ testimony of 
Isaiah, “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace’’ (Isa. 
9:6). 

Call John, the disciple of love, 
to the witness chair! “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God” (John 1:1). And con- 
cerning the purpose of his Gospel, 
“These are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his 
name” ( John 20:31). 


Bring Thomas, the noted 
doubter, to the stand! Hear him 
convincingly cry, “My Lord and 
my God” (John 20:28). Then note 
in the next verse our Lord’s ack- 
nowledgement and affirmation of 
the declaration of His deity, 
“Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and 
yet have believed” (Vs. 29). 


Call the great Apostle Paul to 
the stand and listen to his testi- 
mony! “Looking for the blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Sav- 
ious Jesus Christ’ (Titus 2:13). 
Hear him again as he declares, 
“For in him dwelleth all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 
2:9). 

Let us sum up the irrefutable 
testimony for the defense of 
Christ’s deity with His own words 
regarding belief in that truth. Said 
He, “Ye are from beneath; J am 
from above: ye are of this world; 
I am mot of this-world. I said 
therefore unto you, that ye shall 
die in your sins: for if you believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins” (John 8:23,.24). 


IV. Modernists Attack the 
Infallible Inspiration 
of the Bible 


The second attack from within 
is centered upon the inspiration 
of the Word of God. Here it seems 
that infidels in religious circles 
have endeavored to vie with one 
another in leading the assault. One 
of the most nortorious slanders 


was that of Dr. George A. But-|/ 


trick, when he wrote (52) “Literal 
infallibility of Scripture is a for- 
tress impossible to defend: there is 
treason in the camp. Probably 
few people who claim to ‘believe 
every word of the Bible’ really 
mean it. That avowal held to its 
last logic would risk a trip to the 
insane asylum.” And again he de- 
clared, (953) 
admit the bankruptcy of ‘literal 
infallibility,’ and, under guidance 
of the facts, set out on the long 
hard quest for truth.” 

Even the modernists have been 
compelled to confess, (54) ‘The 
God of the fundamentalist is one 
God; the God of the modernist is 
another. The Christ of the funda- 
mentalist is one Christ; the Christ 
of modernism is another. The Bible 
of fundamentalism is one Bible; 


the Bible of modernism i 
another.” 
Nels F. S. Ferre told the 


Texas Christian University and the 
Southern Baptist Seminary min- 
isterial students, (5) “Many of 
us cannot honestly accept the un- 
intelligent use made of the Bible 
by many who profess to love it 
the most.... Obviously the Bible 
is not of one cloth. To think so 
is to blind our minds and dull our 
spiritual sensitivity.” He stated 
further, (56) “We learned that the 
Bible can shut God out and con- 
fuse His fate .... We have passed 


through a stage of liberation. It | 


has been, as far as civilization and 
even much of church life goes, a 
liberation from the Bible....We 
need now to be freed from the 
false use of the Bible.” His view 
of inspiration is one which contin- 
ues to the present hour. Said he, 
(57) “We cannot limit inspiration 
to the Bible....God wants to 
write new and ever better scrip- 
tures, both in life and in books. 
The Holy Spirit is no ancestor 
worshiper. God never closed the 
eanon of Scripture....even now 


the Holy Spirit wants to write Gos- |, 


pels.... Even now there can be 
letters written to the churches 
which speak with authority, and 
not as the Scribes.” Do you agree 


‘that we need a “new and better” 


“We should frankly. 


Bible? I, for one, definitely do 
not! 

Dr. E. G. Homrighausen, a 
Princeton ‘Theological Seminary 
professor, wrote, (58) “Few intelli- 
gent Protestants still hold to the 
idea that the Bible is an infallible 
book; that it contains no linguistic 
errors, no historic discrepancies, 
no antiquated scientific assump- 
tions, nor even bad ethical stand- 
ards.... The Bible contains much 
history, some of it faintly imbed- 
ded in age-old myths, folk tales, 
battle songs, camp fire recitals and 
the like.” 


Methodist Bishops G. Bromley 
Oxnam and William C. Martin 
(also the present President’ of 
the National-Federal Council), 
writing in a _ special Methodist 
booklet “reviewed by a Committee 
of The Council of Bishops,” de- 
clared about the “verbal inspira- 
tion theory,” (59) “this is far from 
doing justice to our faith con- 
cerning the Bible or to the way 
the Bible itself shows us how God? 
revealed himself to man.” 


“We have learned, not to think of 
the Bible as the final and infal- 
lible authority and have come to 
see that there is no such authority 
and that we need none.” 


Dr. C. C. McGowan, New Testa- 
ment professor at the Pacific 
School of Religion, is quoted as 
saying, (61) ‘“‘The record of Jesus’ 
life is entirely second hand and 
in many points untrustworthy. The 
fundamentalist theory of the 
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‘the creation of America, aS tO} )payid declared, “For ever, O 
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tures are one.” heaven” (Ps. 119:89). And the 
The Mormons join in the cry of} Lord Jesus Christ added, “Verily 
added revelation, saying, 69)/I say unto you....Heaven and 
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A Bible, we have got a Bible, and | words shall not pass away” (Matt. 
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finality of the Biblical revelation 
can be satisfying to no person who 
thinks.” 

Professor J. B. Pratt of Williams 
daringly charges, (62) “The Bible 
has lost all hold on the leaders of 
thought and certainly is desftned 
before many years to become one 


the resurrection of Jairus’ little 
girl. You may believe or disbelieve 
that the Gospel story is a literal, 
exact account of what actually 
happened.” 

But Dr. Gerald Birney Smith 
spoke for all modernists when he 
said, (6) “The new doubt (mod- 


he does “not wish to know. We 
suspect that life might be desper- 
ately prosaic, if we knew.” 
Millar Burrows, another of the 
Revised Standard Version trans- 
lators, calls the biblical accounts 
of Christ’s resurrection ‘‘confus- 


; . ” 5 a“ ° “ © i 
of the curiosities of the past. The|ernism) flung down the gauntlet |We need no more Bible.... Where- | 24:34, 35). oH pac ME ee : 
inspiration of those who spake a/| to the old Bible faith. No page of fore murmur ye, because that ye} The late Dr. James H. Brookes dain y ‘deiatakalek athe "As beige’ : 
‘Thus saith the Lord’ is of only a| the Sacred Book remained un-|Shall receive more of my word?" | declared that the expression, y. a 


actually happened to the body 
of Jesus we may not be able to 
agree among ourselves.” 


Side by side with the modernists 
you will find the attacks of the 
false cults, “Judge” J. R. Ruther- 
ford, of the so-called ‘Jehovah's 
Witnesses,” wrote in a book which 
has had a circulation numbering 
in the millions, (7) “God suffered 


But what saith the Scriptures? 
Second Timothy 3:16, 17 insists, 
“All scripture is given by mspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correé- 
tion, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: That thé man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.” 


Second Peter 1:19-21 declares, 


serutinized. Only one certainty 
spread from this new doubt—the 
certainty. that the Sacred Book 
was a human book. Therefore . 

the biblical canon as such had | no 
right to rule over man. Man was 
the Book’s judge; the Book was 
not man’s judge. The Book must 
be measured by man’s truth, man’s 
conscience.”’ 


little higher type than that of the 
whirling dervishes and heathen 
medicine men.” 

Frederick C. Eiselen, a Revised 
Standard Version translator, 
wrote, (63) “Modern investigators 

.have marshalled too many 
facts to permit any longer the use 
of the Bible as an infallible guide 
in matters of service and history 


“Thus saith the Holy Spirit,” or 
its equivalent, occurs in the Old 
Testament alone some two thou- 
sand times. Surely we have a God- 
breathed Book! Let the enemies 
of this impregnable rock hurl 
their most vicious thunderbolts 
and howl their vociferous threats— 
the Book still stands! As Dr. A. 
Z. Conrad wrote:, (70) 
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..The writers did the best of 
which they were capable under the 
intellectual limitations of the age 
in which they lived... . (And) in 
matters of faith and conduct.... 
the student soon discovers difficul- 
ties.” 


A Presbyterian Sunday School 
quarterly, discussing whether or 
not to believe Bible miracles, said, 
(64) “There is nothing in the 
stories themselves that implies 


Along with modernism’s attacks 
are those by false cults. New 
Thought declared about the Bible, 
(66) “Errors have crept in and 
omissions have occurred, until it 
is practically impossible to say 
with certainty what parts of the 
Bible can be accepted.... The de- 
fects....make it impossible for 
us to accept the doctrine of ver- 
bal inspiration.”’ 


Christian Science declares, (67) 


“We have also a more sure word 
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, ‘and the day star 
arise in your hearts: Knowing this 
first, that no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation. For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 


“Century follows century— 
There it stands. 
Empires rise and fall and are 
forgotten—There it stands. 
Dynasty succeeds 
There it stands. 
Kings are crowned and un- 
_ erowned—tThere it stands. 
Despised and torn to pieces— 
There it stands. 
Storms of hate swirl about it— 
There it stands. 


dynasty— | ,, 


Jesus to thus be put to death, 
knowing that He would raise 
Jesus out of death as a spirit 
creature....” Several times more 
he makes such statements as, (77) 
....God raised Jesus out of 
death and gave him life as a 
Spirit,’ and, “God raised Jesus 
out of death a spirit.” The founder 
of the cult, “Pastor’’ Charles Taze 
Russell, declared of Christ’s body, 
(78) “We know nothing of what 


that a person must literally be-| ‘The material record of the Bible} First Corinthians 2:10, 13 ex-| Agnostics smile cynically— became of it, except that it did 
lieve every detail in order to be a| is no more important to our well-| plains it, “But God hath revealed} There it stands. not decay or corrupt (Acts 2:27, 
good disciple of Jesus Christ....| being than the history. of Europe| them unto us by his Spirit: for| Profane, prayerless  punsters 31). Whether it was dissolved into 


Note that this lesson does not re- 
quire any given attitude toward 


and America.” 
Unity insists, 


(68) “The things 


the Spirit searcheth all things, 


yea, the deep things of God.... 
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caricature it—There it stands. 
Unbelief abandons it—There it 
stands. 

Thunderbolts of wrath smite it— 
There it stands. 

The flames are kindled about it 
-—There it stands. 

The arrows of hate are dis- 
charged against it—There it 
stands. 

Radicalism rants and _ raves 
against it—There it stands. 
Fogs of sophistry conceal it 
temporarily—There it stands. 
The- tooth of time gnaws but 
makes no dent—There it stands. 
Modernism tries to explain it 
away—There it stands. 

An anvil that has broken a mil- 
lion hammers—There it stands.”’ 


adds the amazing statement that 


gases or whether it is still pre- 


served somewhere as the grand. 


memorial of God’s love, of Christ’s 
obedience, and of our redemption, 
no one knows.” 


Multi-married, mentally- 
troubled Mrs. Mary Baker Glover 
Patterson Eddy, founder of “‘Chris- 
tian Science,” so-called, wrote that 
(79) 
they took Him down from the 
cross. He let the people think that 
He was dead, but in reality He 
was only pretending to be dead.” 


That makes Him a deceiver and-a 
pretender who perpetrated the  ~> 


greatest hoax and fraud of history. 


Again she wrote, (80) “He was de- © 


monstrating the science of mind 
over the claims of matter in the 
tomb for three days. Hence, Jesus 


(Continued on page 11) 


“Jesus was not dead when 
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God hath raised from the dead; 
whereof we are witnesses” (Acts 
9:14, 15). And to the household 
of Cornelius he announced, “Him 
God raised wp the third day, and 
shewed him openly; Not to all the 
people, but unto witnesses chosen 
before of God, even to us, who 
did eat and drink with him after 
he rose from the.dead” (Acts 10: 
40, 41). 

Paul describes these chosen wit- 
nesses’ as “Cephagy then of the 
twelve: After that, he was seen 
of above five hundred brethren 
at once: of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After that, 
he was seen of James; then of all 
the apostles. And last of all he 
was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time” (I Cor. 15: 
5-8). 

Yes, as Luke declares, 
shewed himself alive after his pas- 
sion by many infallible proofs...” 
(Acts 1:3). The arguments of 
Christ’s literal, physical, bodily 
resurrection from the grave after 
three days and three nights are 
unanswerable! This foundation 
stands! 


VI. The Foundation of 
Christ’s Blood Atonement for 
Sin Attacked by Modernists 
Claiming to Be Christians 

The other foundational attack 
from within, which we will men- 
tion in thiS message, is against 


the blood atonement provided by 
Christ at. Calvary. An article in 
this paper over ten. years ago 
quoted Dr. Gerald Berney Smith 
‘as saying, (8!) “To insist dogmatic- 


‘the 


TRING FILM 


' cross, 
}/ nothing to incur God's wrath. And 


ally that without the shedding of 
blood there is no remission of sins 
is both foolish and futile in an 
age which has abandoned the idea 
of bloody sacrifice.” 

Methodist Bishop Francis J. 
McConnell wrote, (82) “Back in 
the early ages of the Church there 
were some thinkers....who 
taught that Satan had a claim 
on the souls of men which only 
the death of the Son of God could 
satisfy and that God met the 
obligation by sending the Son to 
the Cross. As an intellectual con- 
struction this theory arouses only 
an amused pity today.” 


Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, a past 
president of Union Theological 
Seminary, agrees. Said he, (83) 
“The revolt from various theories 
of the atonement has been due 
to their unchristian views of God 
.Certain widely used mns 
still perpetuate the theory that 
God pardons sinners. because 
Christ purchased that pardon by 
His obedience and suffering. But 
a forgiveness that it paid for is 
not forgiveness.” Then he claimed, 
(84) “There is no cleansing blood 
which can wipe out the record of 
what has been....The cross of 
Christ is not a means of procuring 
forgiveness.” 


classes Were instructed: (85) “We 
should shake ourselves loose from 
mystical, theological sentimental 
notions that come out of the easy 
acceptance of the death of Christ 
as a guaranty of our own salva- 
tion, without effort on our part. 
Our own salvation comes by long 
processes of crossbearing for the 
things Jesus did and taught.. 
Jesus paid the cost of His salva- 
tion on the cross.” 

The voice of liberalism, Charles 
Clayton Morrison in his Christian 
Century, wrote, (56) “Who can 
look on such a one as he hangs 
upon the cross and cries, ‘It is 
finished,’ and believe that it is 
indeed finished? ....Our soul re- 
volts at the conception. It is not 


}finished. We must defend the 
jworld against such an _indict- 
| ment.” 


George Buttrick wrote of the 
(87) “Jesus....had done 


if God dealt with Him as if He 
were a sinner and the greatest 


sinner, then we must say of God 
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(as a cynical Frenchman did say 
of the God of these penal theolo- 
gies), ‘Your God is my Devil. ” 
The new “Interpreter’s Bible” 
commentary calls atonement by 
blood a “primitive tradition’? and 
says, (88) ‘Realistically, shed 
blood is horrible beyond words 
.’ It also declares, (89) “To 
Paul and Augustine, both men 
with cruel pasts, both men liv- 
ing among scenes of sacrificial 
cruelty, the slaying of the lamb 
could become the central picture 
of their faith. ...a satisfactory 
theory of atonement for murder 
by murder can be reached only by 
sophisticated and theological ruses 
inacceptable to fair minds today. 
We need a new statement of 
Christian doctrine which will dis- 
card outworn imagery....The 
time has come when we can dis- 
card some of the imagery of 
blood which was entirely satis- 
factory to Paul and Augustine, 
as it was to Moses....For in the 
‘fountain filled with blood’ idea 
there is undoubtedly much of the 
mistakenly mystical justification 
and glorification of. war.” 


Nels F. S. Ferre, called (90) 
“scholar and saint” by the British 
Weekly, denied the necessity of 
salvation on the ground of Christ’s 
shed blood when he told the Bap- 
tist and Christian clergy-to-be, 
(91) “Tdol worship is not all bad and 
saintly souls in all times and 
places have worshiped idols. 
Through their worship God has 
also been reached.” 


Methodist Bishops G. Bromley 
Oxnam and William C. Martin 
apparently agree with Ferre. They 
go as far as to say, (92) “Commu- 
nists are all....members of his 
(God's) family.” This rules out, 
of course, a new birth based upon 


_|faith in Christ’s finished work as 


a prerequisite for membership in 
God’s family. 

A.» one-time superintendent of 
the Boston Baptist City Mission, 
Myron J. Hertel, declared, (93) 
“The blood. off Jesus Christ is of 
no more value in the salvation of 
a soul than the water in which 
Pilate washed his hands.”’ 

Dr. Rufus M. Jones, a former 
National-Federal Council Vice- 
President, wrote, (9% “Sin is not 
a debt which somebody can pay 
and so wash off the slate.” 


Dr. William P. Merrill, Presby- 
terian minister of New York, of- 
fers the modernist conception 
when he says, (9) “What really 
saves me, saves the individual, is 
not something which Jesus did 
1,900 years ago. How can a past 


1 fact have present vital power? 


.. What saves me is something 
which God does now, something he 


/|is always doing, something which 
tis part of his very nature and 
|} has: been wrought by him into the 


very stuff of the world he is mak- 


Jing. I am saved by the: self-sacri- 


fice of God now, mediated to me 
through parents and _ friends 


| through all who risk their lives 
‘that my life might be better.” 


The blood atonement is also a 
special target of false cults and 
isms. Elder T. W. Williams of the 
Reorganized Church of the Latter 
Day Saints (Mormons), declared, 
(96) “We have no sympathy with 
this unwarranted hobby, ‘Jesus 
we ean do nothing for 
ourselves,” Again, this cult 
teaches, (97) “The atonement is 
of no practical utility, save to 
those who by deeds: of righteous- 
ness acquit themselves before the 
final Tribunal.” 

“Christian Science’ ‘theorizes, 
(98) “One sacrifice, however great, 
is insufficient to pay the debt of 
sin—the atonement requires con- 
stant self-immolation on the sin- 
ner’s part.’’ And again, (99) “The 
material blood of Jesus was no 
more efficacious to cleanse from 
sin when it was shed upon the 
accursed tree than when it was 
flowing through His veins.” 

“Judge” J. R. Rutherford of the 
“Jehovah’s Witnesses” wrote, (100) 

. the death of Jesus was not 
for the purpose of satisfying 
justice.” Still again he said, (101) 
“The suffering of Jesus had noth- 
ing to do with the purchase price 
of mankind. 

Seventh Day Adventists admit 
they (102) “dissent from the view 
‘hat the atonement was made 
ipon the cross, as is generally 
held.” The chief prophetess and 
; “ounder of the movement, Mrs. 
tlien G; White, wrote, 403) ‘The 
sondition of eternal life is now 


| just what it always has been, .... 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 10) 


ed. Publication of future issues 
will be slow at first until African 
personnel can be trained in jour- 
nalism. 


Child Evangelism Week 


November 1 through 7 will be 
known as National Child Evan- 
gcelism Fellowship Week in the 
United States. In view of the ris- 
ing tide of juvenile delinquency, 
this emphasis, consisting of spe- 
cial rallies, distribution of appro- 
priate literature, radio announce- 
ments and programs, will serve to 
impress Christian churches with 
the need of winning children to 
Christ early in life. The effort is 
sponsored by the National Child 
Evangelism Fellowship of Pacific 
Palisades, California. 


Authentie Jordan River Baptistry 
Seene Ready 


PHOENTX — Autftentic Jordan 
River Baptistry scenes are now 
available through the Baptist Book 
Stores. The stores have an ar- 
rangement with the Religious Arts 
Studios of Houston, Téxas, to: se- 
cure custon? painted murals from 
European masters. The’ murals: are 
painted in Europe, specially treat- 
ed to be water resistant, and 
shipped to this country. 

The seene is from a color photo- 
graph of the Ford of Aborah, from 
the upper Jordan on the road to 
Gilead beyond Bethabara. It is re- 
ported that it took three years of 
work and research and several 
dangerous missions to secure this 
picture since the ford is now in 
forbidden territory. 

The charge by the Book Store 
will be $5.00 per square foot with a 
minimum of 60 square feet. The 
visual aids department has a color 


slide of this picture to show pros- 7 


pective purchasers. 


Bad “Comics” Banned 
Newsstand operators in Houston, 


Texas, were given until September| 
25 to get rid of all crime, horror} 
and sex “comics.” The city council | 


passed an ordinance which bans all 
publications whieh 
feature” illustrations of acts of 
violence. Penalties for violation in- 


clude fines up to $200 for each day | ¥ 
an objectionable book is on display | & 


after the deadline date. 


God.”’ Assuredly, that is a dissen- 
tion from the Biblical view of 
salvation by grace through faith 
on the ground of Christ’s finished 
work! 

But it was Uriah Smith, one of 
the movement’s most prominent 
authors for half a century, who 
boldly declared, 04) “Christ did 
not make the atonement when He 
shed His blood wpon the Cross. Let 
this fact be fixed forever in the 
mind.” And a president of the 
group added, (19%) “It is impos- 
sible to conclude that a complete 
work of atoning for sin was 
wrought upon the Cross,” 


Spiritualism is another cult 
teaching, (106) “Ten thousand 
bleeding Christs will not atone for 
the least transgression of the laws 
of our being.” 

But onee again it is a matter 
of ‘“‘What saiththe Scriptures?” 
Irregardless of how loudly the 
Gerald Berney Smiths object that 
it is “both foolish and futile” to 
insist “that without shedding of 
blood there is no remission of 
sins,” the Word of God declares, 
“And almost all things are by the 
law purged with blood; and with- 
out shedding of blood is no re- 
mission” (Heb. 9:22). First John 
1:7 reminds us, “.... the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.” And verse two of 
the next chapter adds that His 
work on Calvary provided “.... 
the propitiation for our sins: and 
net for our’s only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world.” 

Like a crimson river from the 
Garden of Eden to the New Jeru- 
salem, from Genesis to Revelation, 
the blood is set forth in the Bible 
as the divinely appointed means of 
forgiveness. Leviticus 17:11 re- 
veals, “For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood: and I have given 
it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your souls: for 
it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for your soul.” The 
Apostle Peter reminded the ‘scat- 
tered strangers’ in the Lord, “For- 


perfect obedience to the law oft 
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asmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; But 
with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot” (I Pet. 1:18, 19). 


Paul called the attention of “the 
saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ” at Colosse to the fact 
that “we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins” (Col. 1:14). He wrote the 
same to the Ephesians, enlarging 
slightly: “In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 

Christ emphasized this truth 
when He instituted the Lord’s sup- 
per, saying, “. ... Drink ye all of 
it: For this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins” 
(Matt. 26:27, 28). Even before 
that occasion, when they were dis- 
cussing greatness, He had ex- 
plained to them, “Even as the Son 
of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many” (Matt. 
20:28). 

How frequent are the Scriptures 
explaining the finished atonement 
provided by Christ and showing 
that “Jesus paid it all.” Hebrews 


‘40:12 says, “But this man, after 


he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the 
right hand of God.” First Peter 
2:24 declares, “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto rightcous- 
ness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed.” And the next chapter 
adds, “For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” 
(I Pet. 3:18). 

The new song of Heaven, joy- 
ously to be sung while eternity’s 
ages roll on, is, “Thou [Christ! 
art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation; And hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests: 
and we shall reign on the earth” 
(Rev. 5:9, 10). 

Abundant Bible proof has al- 
ready been given, but let me close 
this defense with two quotations 
from the great justification epistle. 
“God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified by 
his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. For if, when 
Wwe were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life” 
(Rom. 5:8-10). 

Earlier in the epistle it is taught 


that the saved have been “justified 


freely by his grace through the 
redemption that it in Christ Jesus: 
Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare His righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of 
God; To declare, I say, at this 
time his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus. 
Where is boasting then? It is ex- 
cluded. By what law? of works? 
Nay: but by the law of faith. 
Therefore we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law” (Rom. 3:24-28). 

But before we close, let us 
briefly consider 


VII. Can These Foundations 


Be Destroyed? Are They in 
Danger of Crumbling? . 


Read again verses 4 through 7 
of our text: “The Lord is in his 
holy temple, the Lord’s throne is 
in heaven: his eyes behold, his eye- 
lids try, the children of men. The 
Lord trieth the righteous: but the 
wicked and him that loveth vio- 
lence his soul hateth. Upon the 
wicked he shall rain snares, fire 


and brimstone, and an _ horrible 


tempest: this shall be the portion 
of their cup. For the righteous 
righteousness; his 
countenance doth behold the up- 
right.” | 

In other words, GOD IS STILL 


ON THE THRONE! It .means 
that the foundations will stand as 
long as He stands! That is why 
Jesus said, “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away” (Matt. 24: 
35). That is why David declared, 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is 
settled in heaven” (Ps. 119:89). 
That is why Peter promised, “But 
the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever” (I Pet. 1:25). 


Have you ever read II Timothy 
2:19? There is recorded the posi- 
tive promise, “Nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure 
....” Even the combined forces of 
Hell cannot prevail against the 
Lord’s foundations. Said Christ 
to Peter, “I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell. shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 
Thank God, even in these days of 
atom, hydrogen and cobalt bombs, 
there remaineth “those things 
which cannot be shaken” (Heb. 
12:27). 

Dr. Bob Shuler tells of an ex- 
perience he had years ago while 
fishing on a barge several miles 
out in the Pacific from Manhat- 
tan Beach, California. Suddenly, 
and almost without warning, one 
of the dread coastal storms struck, 
tossing the barge to and fro on 
the giant waves like a matchbox 
on the roaring Niagara! They 
fastened Shuler’s son Bob, then 
just a lad, to a timber and prayed. 

As the ‘Santa Ana’ raged on, 
the preacher became aware of a 
chilling grinding noise: the haunt- 
ing sound of a slipping anchor. Im- 
mediately past visions of numerous 
wrecked boats on the rocky shore 
line came to his mind. Fear grip- 
ped his heart. Finally they low- 
ered a second and last anchor, 
but the grinding continued and the | 
barge was driven closer and closer 
toward shoal and rock. 

But then, just as suddenly as 
it had begun, the storm ended. 
The heavens were again filled with 
the happy twinkling of inumer- 
able stars and the lights of Man-' 
hattan Beach appeared on the 
shore—less than a mile away! 

Said Dr. Shuler following that 
harrowing experience, (107) “From 
that hour I have prayed for an 
anchor that will hold. And thank 
God I know where there is such an 
anchor.” 

That anchor is Christ and His 
Word. Hebrews 6:19, 20 assures 
us, “Which hope we have as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast, and which entereth into 
that within the veil; Whither the 
forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jesus, made an high priest for ever 
after the order of Melchisedec.”’ 

Christian, though the higher 
critics, the infidels, the cultists 
and the modernists hurl their 
deadliest assaults, “Thus saith the 
Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls” (Jer. 6:16). 

Sinner friend, get on the Rock! 
Remember that “other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 3: 
11). Take God at His word! “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy 


house” (Acts 16:31). 
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